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COURT OF KING'S BENCH, WESTMINSTER, Juvs 24. 
SITTINGS BEFORE LOKD KENYON AND A SPECIAL JURYs 


WILLIAMS, FOR PUBLISHING PAINE'S 
AGE OF REASON, 


THE KING V. 


& Gentlemen of the Fury, | 

6 HE charge of blaſphemy, which 1s put upon the record againſt the 
Printer of this publication, is not an accuſation of the fervants 

of the Crown, but comes before you {an&tioned by the ouths of a Grand 
Jury of the Country, It ſtood for trial upon a former day; but it 


happening, as it frequently does, without any imputation to the Gentle- 


men named in the panel, that a ſfuihc1ent number did not appear to con- 
ſtitute a full Special Jury, I thought it my duty to witidraw the cauſe 
from trial, till I could have the opportunity which is now open to ma, 
of addrefiing myſelf to you, who were originally appointed to try it, 1 
purſued this courſe, however, from no jealouſy of the Common Juriez 
appointed by the laws for the ordinary ſervice of the Court, fince my 
whole life has been one continued experience 0! their virtues 5 but be. 
cauſe I thought it of great importance, that thoſe who were to decide 
upon a cauſe ſo very momentous to he Public, ſhould have the higheſt 
poſſible qualifications for the deciſion—that they ſhould not only be men 
capable from their educations of forming an enligitened judgment, bat 
that their ſituations ſhould be ſuch as to bring them within the full view 
of their enlightened Country, to which in character and in cſtimation, 
they were in their own turns to be reſponſible. 

„Not having the honour, Gentlemen, to be ſworn for the King as 
one of his Counſel, it has fallen much oftencr to my lot to defend in- 
&1& ments for libels, than to aſüſt in the proſecution of them. But 1 
tec no embarraſſment from that recollection; fince I ſhall not be found 
to-day to exprels a ſentiment, or to utter an expreſſion, inconſiſtent wit! 
thoſe invaluable principles for which I have uniformly contended, in the 
defence of others. Nothing that I have ever ſaid, either protefiionally or 
perſonally, for the Liberty of the Preſs, do I mean -d, to contradict 
or counteract, On the contrary, I delire to preface the very ſhort diſ- 
courſe I have to make to you with reminding you, that it is your mot 
folemn duty to take care that it ſufler no injury in your hands, A free 
and unlicenſed preſs {in the juſt and lege, fene of the exproſſion} has led te 
all the bleſſings, both of Religion and Government, which Great Britain 


or any part of the world at this momcat cnjoys; and is calculated ij 
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further to advance mankind to higher degrees of civilization and happi- 


nels. But this freedom, like every other, mult be limited to be enjoyed ;, 
and, like every human advantage, may be defeated by its abuſe, 
Gentlemen, the D-fendant ſtands indicted for having publiſhed this 
book, which I have only read from the obligations of profeſſional duty, 
and which I roſe from the reading of with aſtoniſhment and diſguſt, 
Standing here with all the privileges belonging to the higheſt Counſel 
for the Crown, I ſhall be entitled to reply to any defence that ſhall be 
made for the publication, I ſhall wait with patience till 1 hear it. 
Indeed, if I were to anticipate the defence which I hear and read of, it 
would be defaming by anticipation the learned Counſel who is to make 
it. For if I am to collect it, even from a formal notice given to the 
p:ofecutors in the courle of the proccedings, 1 have to expect, that 
inſtead of a defence conducted according to the rules and principles of 
Engliſh law and juſtice, the foundation of all our laws, and the ſanctions 
of a}! our juftice, are to be ſtruck at and inſulted. What is the force of 
thet juriſdiction which enables the .Court to fit in judgment? What, 
but the Oath which his Lordſhip, as well as yourſelves, have {worn upon 
zh- Goſpel to fulfil? Yet in the King's Court, where his Majeſty is 
Miniſelf alſo ſworn to adminiſter che julltice of England—in the King's 
Conrt—-who receives his high authority under a folemn Oath to maintain 
the Chriſtian Religion, as it is promulgated by God in the Holy Scrip— 
tires, 2 am nevertheleſs called upon as Counſel for the proſecution to 
produce a certain book deſcribed in the :nd ictment to be the Holy Bible, 
No man deterves to be upon the Rolls of the Court, who dares, as an 
Attorney, to put his name to ſuch a notice, It is an inſult to the autho- 
rity and dignity of the Court of which he is an officer; ſince it ſeems to 
call in queſtion the very foundations of its juriſdiction. If this is to be 
the ſpirit and temper of the defence—if, as I collect from that array of 
books which are ſpread upon the benches behind me, this publication is 
to be vindicated by an attack of all the truths which the Chriltian Religion 
promulgates to mankind—let it be remembered, tliat ſuch an argument 
was neither ſuggeſted nor juſtifcd by any thing ſaid by me on the part of 
the proſecution, In thts jtage of the proceedings, I ſhall call for reverence 
to the ſacred Scriptures, not from their merits, unbounded as they are, 
but from their authority in a Chriſtian Country—not from the obligations 
ot conſcience, but from the rules of law. For my own part, Gentlemen, 
{ have been ever deeply devoted to the truths of Chriſtianity, and my 
firm belief in the Holy Goſpel is by no means owing to the prejudices of 
education, {though 1 was religiouſly educated by the beſt of parents,) 
but ariſes from the fulleſt and moſt continued reflec:ons of my riper 
vears and underſtanding. It forms at this moment the great conſolation 
of a life, which, as a ſnadow, muſt paſs away; and without it, indeed, I 
mould conſider my long coute of health and proſperity (perhaps too 
long and too uninterrupted to be good for any man) ovly as the duſt 
which the wind ſcatters, and rather as a ſnare than 25 a bletiing, Much, 
however, as I wiſh to ſupport the authority of Scripture from a reaſoned 
conſideration of it, I ſtall repreſs that ſubjeft for the pretent. But if 
the defence ſhall be as I have ſuſpetted, to bring them'at all into argument 
or queſtion, I ſhal! then fulfil a duty which I owe not only to the Court, 
as Counlel for the Proſecution, but to the Public, to ſtate what I feel and 
know concerning the evidences of that Religion which is reviled without 
being examined, and denied without being underſtood. | 
© I am well aware, that, by the communication of a free preſs, all the 
errors of mankind, from arc to age have been diſſipated and diſpellcd, 
and I recollett that the world, under the benners of 1clormed 1 
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has ſtruggled through perſecution to the noble eminence on which uit 
Kands at this moment, ſhedding the bleſſings of humanity and ſcience 
upon the nations of the earth. It may be aſked, by what means the 
Reformation would have been elfected, if the books of the Reformers 
had been ſuppreſſed, and the errors of condemned and exploded ſuper- 
ſtitions had been ſupported as unqueſtionable by the State, founded upon 
thoſe very ſuperſtitions formerly, as it is at preſent upon the doctrines 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church? Or how, upon ſuch principles, any refor- 
mation, civil or religious, can in future be effected. The ſolution 1s 
eaſy :—Let us examine what are the genuine principles of the liberty of 
the preſs, as they regard writings upon general ſnbjetts, unconnected 
with the perſonal reputations of private men, which are wholly foreign 
to the preſent inquiry? They are full of ümplicity, and are brought as 
near perfection, by the Law o n $3 as perhaps, is conſiſtent with any 
of the frail inſtitutions of mankin 

% Although every community mult eſtabliſh ſupreme authorities, 
founded upon fixed principles, and muſt give high powers to Magiſtrates 
to adminiſter laws for the preſervation of the Government itſelf, anc for 
the ſecurity of thoſe ho are to be protected by it: yet, as infallibility 
and perfection belong neither to human eſtabliſhments nor to human 
individuals, it ought to be the policy of all free eftabliſhments, 
as it is moſt peculiarly the principle of our own Conſtitution, to 
permit the moit unbounded freedom of diſcuſſion, even by detecting 
errors in the Conſtitution or Adminiſtration of the very Government itſelf, 
ſo as tnat decorum is obſerved, ich every State muſt exact from its 
ſubjects, and which impoſes no reſtraint upon any intellectual compoſition, 
fairly, honeſtly, and decently addreſſed to the conſciences and under- 
ſtandings of men. Upon this principle, I have an unqueſtionable right, 
(a r1ght which the beſt ſubjetts have exercifed,) to examine the principles 
and ſtructure of the Conſtitution, and by fair, manly reaſoning, to queſ- 
tion the practice of its adminiſtrators, I have a right to coin and to 
point out errors in the one or in the other; and not merely to reaſon 
upon their exiſtence, but to conſider the means of their reformation. By 
ſuch free, well intent ioned, modeſt, and dignified communication of 
ſentiments and opinions, all nations have been gradually improved, and 
milder laws and purer religions have been eſtabliſhed. The fame prin» 
ciples, which vindicate civil contentions honeſtly directed, extend their 
protection to the ſharpeſt controverſies on religious faiths, This rational 
and legal courſe of improvement, was recognized and ratified by Lord 
Kenyon, as the Law of England, in a late trial at Guildhall, when he 
looked back with gratitude to the labours of the Reformers, as the ſoun- 
tains of our religious emancipation, and of the civil bleſſings that followed 
in thei train, The Engliſh Conſtitution, indeed, does not ſtop ſhort in 
the toleration of religious opinions, but liberally extends it to pradice, 
It permits every man, EVEN PUBLICLY, to worſhip God according to 
his own conſcience, though in marked diſſent from the national eſtabliſh» 
ment, ſo as he profeſles the general faith, which is the ſanction of all our 
moral duties, and the only pledge of our ſubmiſſion to the ſyſtem which 
conſtitutes a State, Is not this ſyſtem of freedom of controverſy, and 
freedom of worſhip, ſufficient for all the purpoſes of human happineſs 
and improvement? And can it be neceffary for either, that the Law 
mould hold on: indemnity to thoſe who wholly abjure and revile the 
Government of their Country, or the Religion on which it reſts for its 
foundation ? I expect to hear, in anſwer to what I am dow ſaying, 
much that will offen me. My learned Friend, from the difficulties of 
Lis lituation, which I know, from experience, how tu ſcel for very ſin- 
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cerely, may be driven to advance propoſitions which it may be my duty, 
with much freedom, to reply to; and the Law will fanction that 
freedom. But will not the ends of jultice be completely anfwcred by 
that right, to point out the errors of his diſcourſe in terms thet are decent, 
and calculated to expoſe its defects ? or will any argument ſufler, or 
will public juſtice be impeded, becauſe neither private honour and-jul- 
tice, nor public decorum, would endure my telling my very learned 
Friend, that he was a fool, a liar, and ſcoundre), in the {ace of the Court, 
becauſe I differed: from him in argument or opinion? This is juſt the 
diſtinction between a book of free legal controverſy and the book which 
I am arraigning before you, Every man has a legal righc-to inveſtigate, 
with modeſty and decency, contioverſial points of the Chriſtian religion; 
but no man, conſiſtently with a law, which only exiſts under its fanctions, 
has a right not only broadly to deny its very exiſtence, but to pour forth 
a ſhocking and inſulting invective, which the loweſt ettebliſhments, in 
the gradations of civil authority, ought not to be permitted to {ulfer, aud 
which ſoon would be borne down by in{olence and dilobedience, if they 
did, | 

© The ſame principle periades the whole ſyſtem of the law, not merely 
in its abſtract theory, bat in its daily and moſt applauded practice.— 
The intercourſe between the ſexes, and which, properly regulated, not 
only continues, but kumanizes and adorns our natures, is the foundation 
of all the thouſand romances, plays and novels, which are in the hands of 
every body, Some of them lead to the confirmation of every virtuous 
principle; others, though with the ſame profeſſion, addreſs the imagina- 
tion in a manner to lead the paſſions into dangerous exceſſes. But 
though the laue does not nicely diſcriminate the various ſhades which 
diſtinguiſh theſe works from one another, ſo as that it ſuffers many to 
paſs, through its liberal ſpirit, that upon principle might be ſuppreiſed, 
would it or docs it tolerate, or does any decent nen contend that it 
ought to paſs by unpuniſhed, libels of the moſt ſhi neleſs obſcenity, 
manifeſtly pointed to debauch., innocence, and to blz't and poifon the 
morals of the riſing generation ? This is only another illuſtration to 
demonſtrate the obvious diſtintion between the work vi an autbor, who 
fairly exerciſes the powers of his mind, in inveſtigating doctrinal points 
in the religion of any country, and him who attacks the rational exiſtence 
of every religion, and brands with abſurdity and folly the ſtate which 
ſanctions, aud the obedient tools who cheriſh the deluſion. But this 
Publication appears to me to be as miſchievous and cruel in its probable 
effeRs, as it is manifeſtly illegal in its principles; becauſe it ſtrikes at 
the beſt, ſometimes, alas! the only refuge and conlolation amidſt the 
diſtreſſes and afflictions of the world. The poor and humble, whom it 
affects to pity, may be ſtabbed to the heart by it, They have more. occa- 
lion for firm hopes beyond the grave, than thoſe who have greater com- 
forts to render life delightful, I can conceive a diltreiled but virtuous 
man, ſurrounded by children, looking up to him for bread when he has 
none to give them, ſinking under the laſt day's labour, and unegual to the 
next, yet {till looking up with confidence to the hour when all tears ſhall 
be wiped from the eyes of affliction, bearing the burden laid upon him by 
a myſterious Providence which he adores, and looking forward with ex- 
altation to the revealed promiſes ot his Creator, hen he ſhall ve greater 
than the greateſt, and heppier than the happieſt of mankind, What a 
change in ſuch a mind might not be wrought by ſuch a mercileſs hubli- 
cation? Gentlemen, whether theſe remarks are the overcharged declae 
mations of an accuſing Counſe!, or the juſt reflections of a man anxious 
for the public ſreedem, which is beſt ſecured by the morals of a nition, 
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vill be beſt ſettled by an appeal to the paſſages in the work, that are ſe- 
lected by the indictment for your contideration and judgment, You are 
at liberty to connect them with every context and ſequel, and to betow 
upon them the mildeſt interpretation. [| Here My. Frfaine read and con- 
mented upon ſeteral of the ſelected paſſages, and then proceed:d as follows J 
Gentlemen, it would be uſeleſs and diſguſting to enumerate the other 
paſſages within the ſcope of the indictment. How any man can rationally 
vindicate the publication of ſuch a book, in a country where the Chriſtian 
Religion 1s the very foundation of the law of the land, I am totally at a 
loſs to conceive, and have no ideas for the diſcuſion of ? How is a 
tribunal, whote whole juriſdiction is ſounded upon the ſolemn belief and 
practice of what 1s denied as falſehood, and reprobated as impiety to deal 
with ſuch an anomolous defence? Upon what principle is it even offered 
to the Court, whoſe authority is contemned and mocked at? If the 
religion piopoſed to be called in queſtion, is not previouſly adopted in 
belief and folemnly acted upon, what authority has the Court to pals any 
judgment at all of acquittal or condemnation ?£$ Why am I now, or upon 
any other occafion, to ſubmit to your Lordſhip's authority? Why am I 
now, or at any time to addreſs twelve of my equals, as I am now ad- 
dreſſing you, with reverence and ſubmiſſion ? Under what ſanction are 
the witneſles to give their evidence, without which there can be no trial ? 
Under what obligations can cl upon you, the Jury repreſenting your 
Country, to adminiſter juſtice? Surely upon no other tnan that you are 
ſwor to admimiter it under the oaths you have taken, The whole 
judicial fabric, from the King's ſovereign authority to the loweft office of 
meagiitracy, has no other foundation. The whole is built, both in form 
and ſubſtance, upon the fame oatn of every one of its miniſters to do 
juſtice A$-GOD SHALL HELP THEM HEREAFTER, What God? And 
What hereatter ? That God, undoubtedly, who has commanded Kings to 
rule, and Judges to decree with juſtice; who has ſa:d to witneſſes, not 
by the voice of nature, but in revealed commandments—THoU SHALT 
NOT ZEAR FALSE TESTIMONY AGAINST THY NEIGHBOUR; and Who 
has entorced obedience to them by the revelation of the unutterable' 
bleihngs which ſhall attend their obſervances, and the awful puniſhments 
which ſhall await upon their tranſgreſſions. But it ſeems, this is an age 
of reaſon, and the time and the perſon are at laſt arrived, that are to 
dilſipate the errors which have overſpread the paſt generations of igno- 
Tance, The believers in Chriſtianity are many, but it belongs to the few 
that are wile to corrett their credulity. Behet is an act of realon, and 
fuperior reaſon may, therefore, diftate to the weak. In running the 
mind along the long lift of fincere and devout Chriſtians, I cannot help 
lamenting, that Newton had not lived to this day, to have had his ſhal 

Jownefs filled up with this new flood of light gut the ſubject is too 
awful for irony. I will fpeak plainly and directly. Newton was a 
Chrittian! Newton, whoſe mind burſt forth from the fetters caſt by 
nature upon our finite conceptions—Newton, whoſe ſcience was truth, 
and the foundation of whole knowledge of it was philoſophy ; not thoſe 
viſtuvary and arrogant prefumptions, which too often ufurp its name, 
but philoſophy reſting upon the baſis of mathematics, which, like figures, 


cannot lie- Newton, who carried the line and rule to the uttermoſt bars 


riers of creat:on, and explored the principles by which, no doubt, all 
created matter 1+ held together and exiſts, But this extraordinary man, 
in thc mighty each of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, the errors, which 
a minuter 1wveltigation of the created things on this earth might have 
taught him, of the elſence of his Creator, Wnat ſhall then be ſaid of the 
great Mr, Boyle, ho looking into the Organic Structure of all Matter, 

even 


7 
even to the brute inanimate ſubſtances, Which the foot treads on, Such a 
m:n may be 2 to have been equaily qualified with . Mr. Paint to 


look up through Nature to Nature's God. Yet the reſult of all his con— 
templation was the moſt confirmed and devout belief in all which the 
other holds in contempt, as deſpicable and drivelling ſuperſtition, —ut 
this error might, perhaps, arife from a want of due attention to the 
foundations of human judgment, and the ſtructure of that underſtanding 
which God has given us for the inveſtigation of truth. — Let that queition 
| be anſwered by Mr. Locke, who was, to the higheſt pitch of devotion 
and adoration, a Chriſtian. Mr. Locke, whoſe office was to detect the 
errors of thinking, by going up to the fountains of thought, and to dirett 
into the proper track of reaſoning, the devious mind of man, by ſkewing 
him its whole proceſs, from the firſt perceptions of ſenſe to the latt con- 
cluſons of ratiocination, putting a rein betides upon falſe opinion, by 
practical rules for the conduct of human judgment, But theſe men were 
only deep tiunkers, and lived in their cloſets, unaccuſtomed to the traftie 
of the world, and to the laws which practically regulate mankind, 


„Gentlemen, in the plece where we now ſit to adminiſter the juſtice 


of this great country, above a century ago, the never to be forgotten Sit 
Matthew Hale Ey whole faith in Chriſtianity is an exalted com- 
mentary upon its truth and reaſon, and whoſe life was a glorious example 
of its Gans in man, adminiſtering human juſtice with a wiſdom and 
purity drawn from the pure fountain of the Chriitian diſpenſation, which 
has been, and will be, in all ages, a ſubject of the higheſt reverence and 
admiration. But it is laid by the Author, that the Chriſtian Fable is but 
| the tale of the more ancient ſuperſtitions of the world, and may be eaſily 
detected by a proper underitanding of the Mythologics of the Heathens, 
Did Milton underitand thoſe mythologies ? Was ke lets verſed than Mr, 
Paine in the ſuperſtitions of the world? No, they were the {ubjett of 
his immortal ſong ; and though ſhut out from all recurrence to them, he 
poured them forth from the ſtores of a memory rich with all that man 


cve knew, and laid them in their order as the illuſtrat ion of that real and 


exalted faith, the unqueitionable ſource of that fervid genius, which call 
a ſort of ſhade upon all the other works of man | | 


He paſſed the beunds of flaming ſpace, 
Where Angels tremble while they gaze; 
He faw, till, blaſted with exccfs of light, 
He cloſed his eyes in endleſs night. 


But it was the light of the Bony only that was extinguiſhed ; „ The 
celeſtial light ſhone inward, and enabled him to juitiſy the ways of God 
to man.“ The reſult of his thinking was nevertheleſs not the ſame as the 
Author's. The myſterious incarnation of our Bleed Saviour (which tis 
work blaſphemes in words ſo wholly unfit for the mouth of a Chrittian, 
or for the ear of a Court of juſtice, that I dare not, and will not, give 
them utterance) Milton made the grand concluſion of the Paradije Loft, 
the ceit from ins finiſhed Jabours and the ultimate hope, expectation, and 
glory of the world . 

A Virgin is his Mother, but his Sire, | 

The power of the Moſt High ; ke ſhall aſcend 

The Throne hereditary, and bound his reign 

With Earth's wide bounds, his glory with the Heay'ng, 


« The immortal Poet having thus put into the mouth of the Angel, the 
prophecy of man's redemption, follovs it with that ſoleinnu and bem fal 
ade 
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1d monition, addreſſed in the Poem to our great Firlt Parent, but intended 
45 an addreſs to his poſterity through all generations 


This having learn'd, thou haſt attain'd the ſum 

Of wiſdom, hope no higher, tho? all the ſtars 

Thou knew'ſt by name, and all th* ethereal pow'rs, 
All ſecrets of the deep, all Nature's works, 

Or works of God in Heav'n, air, earth, or fea, 

And all the riches of this world enjoy'ſt, 

And all the mule, one empire; only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge anſwerable, add faith, 

Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love, 

By name to come call'd Charity, the Soul 

Of all the feſt: then wilt thou no be loth 

To leave this Paradiſe, but ſhalt poſleſs 

A Parad:fe within thee, happier far. 


i Thus you find all that is great, or wiſe, or ſplendid, or illuſtrious, 
amongſt created beings; all the minds gifted beyond ordinary nature, if 
not inſpired by kits univerſal author for the advancement and dignity of 
the world, though divided by diſtant ages, and by the claſhing opinions, 
didinguiſhing them from ene another, yet joining as it were in one ſub- 
lime chorus, to celebrate the truths of Chriſtianity, and laying upon its 
holy altars the never- tading ofterings of their immortal wiſdom. 

i Againſt all this concurring tettimony, we find ſuddenly, from this 
publication, that the Bible teaches nothing but lies, obſcenity, cruelty, 
and injuitice, Hed the author, or publiſher ever read the Sermon of 
Chriſ? uon ie Mount, in which the great principles of our faith and duty 
arc {ummed wup ?—Let us all Hut road and practiſe it, and lies, obſcenity, 
cruelty, and injutticc, aud all human wickedneſs, would be baniſhed from 
the world : | | 

« Gentlemen, there is but one conſideration more, which I cannot 
poſſibly omit, becaule I contefs it affeds me very deeply, The author 
of this book has written largely on public hberty and government ; and 
this lalt performance has, on that account, been more widely circulated, 
and principally among thole who attached themſelves from principle to 
his tormer works, This circumſtance renders a public attack upon all 


* 
* * 


reocaled religion from ſuch a writer infinitely more dangerous. Ihe re- 


Igious and moral fente of the people of Great Britain, is the great anchor 
Wich alone can bold the veilel of the ſtate amidſt the ſtorms which agitate 
the world, and if I could believe fer a moment, that the maſs of the 
people were to be debauched from the principles of religion, which forms 
the true baſis of that humanity, charity, and benevolence, that has been 
ſo long the national characteriſtic, inſtead of mixing myſelf, as I ſome- 
tuncs have done, in political reformations, I would rather retire to the 
uttermolt corners of tie earth to avoid their agitation ; and would bear, 
not only the imperfections and abuſes complained of in our own wiſe 
eltabliſhment, but cven the worſt Government that ever exiſtled in the 
world, rather than go to the work of reformation with a multitude ſet free 
from all the charities of Chriſtianity, who had no ſenſe of God's exiſtence, 
but from Mr. Paine's Obſervation of Nature, which the maſs of mankind 


have no leiſure to coniemplate ; nor any belief of future rewards and 


puniſhments, to animate the good in the glorious purſuit of human hape 
pineſs, nor to deter the wicked from deſtroying it even in its birth, 
But I know the pe ple of England better. They are a religious pcople, 
and with the blefiing of God, as far as it is in my power, I will lend 
my aid to keep tem 10, I have no objoations to the freeit and matt 

exicnded 


1 


extended diſcuſions upon doArinal points of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
though the law of England dees uot permit it, I do not dread the reaſoned 


arguments of Deiſts againſt the exiſtence of Chriſtianity itſelf, becauſe, as 


was ſaid by its Divine Author, if it is of God, it will ſtand. An intel- 
lectual book, however erroneous, addreſſed to the intellectual world 
upon ſo profound and complicated a ſubject, can never work the miſchief 
which this indictment is calculated to repreſs. Such works will only 
enploy the minds of men enlightened by ſtudy, to a deeper inveſtigation 
ot a ſubject well worthy of their deepeſt and continued contemplation, 
The powers of the mind ate given for human improvement in the pro— 
greſs of human exiſtence. The changes produced by ſuch reciprocations 
of lights and intelligenges are certain in their progreſſons, and make 
their way imperceptibly, as conviction comes uvon the world, by the 
final and irreſiſtibie power of truth, If Chriſtianity be tounded in falſe— 
hood, let us become Deifts in this manner, and 1am contented. But 
this book has no ſuch object, and no ſuch capacity; it preſents no argue 
ments to the wiſe aud entiphtencu. On the contrary, it treats the faith 
and opinions of the wiſeſt with the mott ſhocking contempt, and ſtirs up 
men without the advantages of learning, or {uber thinking, to a tota! dif- 
bebet of every thing hitherto held facred ; and conſequently to a rye 
tion of all the laws and ordinances of the ſtate, which ſtands only upon 
the aJumption of their truth. Gentlemen, I cannot conclude without 
expreiing the deepett regret at al! attacks upon the Chriſtian Religion by 
authors who prolefs to promote the civil liberties of the world. For un- 


der what other auſpices than Chriſtianity have the loſt and ſubverted li- 


berties of mankind in former ages been re-all-ricd ? By what zeal, but 
the warm zcal of devout Chriſtians have Engliſh liberties been redeemed 
and conſecrated 2? Under what other fanftions, even in our own days, 
have liberty and happineſs been extending and ſpreading to the utter- 
moſt corners of the earth? What work of civilization, whas commoie 
wealth of greatnels, has this bald religion of nature ever eſtabliſhed ? We 
ſee, on the contrary, the nations that have no other light than that of 
Nature to direft them, funk in barbarifm, or fkves'to arbitrary Go- 
vernments; whilft, tnce the Chriſtian æra, the great career of the world 
has been lowly, but clearly advancing, lighter at every ſtep, from the 
awful prophecies of the Goſpel, and leading, I truſt, in the end to uni- 
verſal and eternal happineſs. Each generation of mankind can fee but a 
few revolving links of this mighty and myſterious. chain, but by doing 
our ſevera! duties in our allotted ſtations, we are fare, that we are fulfil- 
ling the purpoſes of our exiſtence. You, I trult, well fulfil yours this 
day!“ | 
A Mr. £{:5:ing, one of the Clerks of the Bank, was the only witnefs 
called on the part of the Proſecution, He ſaid, he hurchaled the book in 
queſtion, of tie Detencant, at his ſhop, on the 7ih of February laſt. 
TheeNoTrcs which Mr, Eine mentioned in his ſpeech was here 
read, nd Mr, Jon Martin, the Attorney for the Detendant, readily ad- 
mitted that he had ſeat it to thofe whe were concerned for the profes 
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Centlie nen of the Fury, 


The charge againſt the Defendant is no doubt, as thelearned Counſel 
who conducts the preſent Proſecution has [tated it to be, a ſerious and im- 
portant one. Serious and important as it is the Defendant has entruſted to 
2 the duty of defending him againft it; a duty, which while I endeavour 
to diſcharge, with full attention to the reſpect which is due to the dignity 
of this Court, and with that decent and unaffected ſeriouſneſs, which, I 
feel belongs to the ſubject, I have no doubt, I ſhall be favoured with a 

atient and impartial hearing, both from his Lordſhip, and a en 
„Gcntlemen, though I have undertaken to defend this man from the 
penal conſequences, which, it is ſought to attach to the publication of the 
Pamphlets which contain the paſfages you have heard read; and though 
I now avow, that in my conſcience, I think my defence of him ought to 
be attended with el yet I think it proper in this early period of 
my addreſs to you, and indeed Mr, Erſkine has, in effect, called upon 
me, to apprize you, that it is not of courſe that I ſhould have undertaken 
to maintain the truth of every aſſertion contained in thoſe patfages, or 
to aſſert the correctneſs of the reaſoning or the juſtneſs of every conclu- 
ſion drawn from the facts alledged, or * arguments ſtated in the publi- 
cation. On ſuch a plan, I believe it would be impoſſible, to defend any 
book that was ever written, on the ſubjects of Religion or Politics, Me- 
taphyſics or Morals, or on any ſubject, which, in its nature, is not ſuſ- 
ceptible of ſtrict and abſolute demonſtration. On ſuch a plan, I would 
not, ſpeaking for mylelf, undertake to defend even the excellent An- 
fwer of the Biſhop of Llandaff to part of the very publication, which is 
the ſubje& of the preſent Profecution, nor the An{wer of the fame learn- 
ed Prelate to the 15th and 16th chapters of Mr. Gibbon's Roman Hiſtory. 

«© Gentlemen, I wiſh it to be diſtinctly underitood, that I do not ap- 

ear here to day, in the character of a theological difputant, whoſe ob- 
ject it might be, to maintain the truth of one fyſtem of religious tenets, 
or to arraign the falſehood of another; that I do not preſent myſelf be- 


fore you as a Deiſt, prepared to deny the truth of Revealed Religion, to 


impeach the authority of the Bible, or to juſtify in the ftrif ſenſe of the 
word, the attack made upon it by the publication which is the ſubject of 
the preſent Proſecution. But that I ſtand here, an Advocate in an Engliſh 
Court of Juſtice, to aſſert and to maintain, what I ſhall ever confidently 

and proudly maintain, the right of every individual, fairly and honeſtl 
to diſcuſs a ſubject, confeſſedly of the firſt importance to mankind, 0 
to publiſh to the world, the reſult of his enquiries, thus honeftly and 
fairly made, whether that reſult be right or wrong; in favour of the pre- 

vailing lyſtem, or againſt it, "Rs 

„Gentlemen, In all Profecutions for Libel, the charge againſt the 
Defendant conſiſts of two component parts; the fact of writing, printing 
or publiſhing, and the intention with which he writes, prints, or pub- 
lithes ; the fa is always the object of teſtimony; the intention too may 
12 be the object of teſtimony; and may be collected from circum- 
ances and facts extrinſic to the work which is the ſubject of proſecu - 
tion; but it is generally to be collected from the tenor and ſubſtance of 
the work itſelf. The mere fact of publication is, in itſelf, no crime; if 
it were, the Defendant might as well be found guilty of publiſhing a 
Libel of any deſcription which legal ingenuity might ſuggeſt, for baving 
| publiched 
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publiſhed the Bible, as for having publiſhed the“ Age of Reaſon.” But 
whatever may formerly have been held to be the law on this ſubjett, we 
owe it to the great talents and vnwearied exertions of my Learned 
Friend, who conducts the preſent Proſecution, that it is now happily 
eſtabliſhed, that from the mere fact of publication, a Jury are not to con- 
vice; they are to look, not only to the nature of the Publication, its 
compotition and its ſpirit, but to the intention of the Defendant, he- 
ther he be the Author or Publiſher; and from their opinion of the 
moral guilt or innocence of that intention, to convict or to acquit. In 
the preſent caſe, the fat? of publication is proved; the only object, there- 
fore, of my addreſs to you, is the guilt or innocence of the intention. 

Gentlemen, In moſt Proſecutions for Libel, the language, in which 
the Defendant's intention is charged in the inſtrument of accuſation, is 
Plain, and intelligible to coramon underſtandings; incapable of admit- 


ting different meanings, according to the different principles of the per- 


ſons who read it. This obſervation is far from being applicable to the 
pref-nt caſe, as you will ſee from an examination of the terms; they are 
theſe; „ Blaſphemoully, impiouſly, and profancly.” Gentlemen, I 
would, on xo vccaſion, chooſe to occupy your time by an oftentatious and 
uſei:fs diſplay of learning; much leſs would I attempt it, on an occation 
o lerious and ſo ſolemn as the preſent; I hope, therefore, no ſuch in- 
tention will be imputed to me, from my endeavourlug to fix the exact 
and original meaning of theſe terms. I feel it neceſſary to the full per- 
formance of my duty to my Client :—* Blaſphemouſly” is derived from 
two Greek words, which ſignify “ to hurt, to injure, or to wound the 
fame, character, reputation or good opinion; „ Blaſphemouſly,“ 
therefore, means, „ with an intention to hurt, to injure or to wound the 
fame, character, reputation or good opinion; — Profancly”” is derived, 
more immediately, from a Eatin word which ſignifies “ a lacred place, a 
as ſct apart for the local worſhip of ſome divinity, a plage, where the 
avoured votaries may be received to a more immediate communication 
with the object of their adoration, in the language of ancient legends 
« a ſane,” Protane, when applied to place, comprehends all that is not 
thus conhdered as holy ground; when applied to men, it is conſidered as 
a term of reproach, implying that they are unworthy to approach the ſa- 
cred ſpot, unworthy to have communication with the favoured votaries ; 
to do any thing profanely,” therefore is to do it“ in a monner or 
With an intcution to offend that which is eſteemed holy;“ or, as all ſab- 
ordinate divinitics arc now baniſhed from hence, **ina manner, or with an 
intention to offend the one ſupreme God,” -“ Imp'eutly” is derived 
from the Latin word prus, which expreſles the attachment, afection, re- 
ſpeR, or reverence which is due from a man to ſome other being to whom 
he ſtands in the relation of an inferior; as between a ſon and a father it 
expreſſes 6lial affection; as between a man and the Deity it expreites the 
conſtant and hahitnal reverence due from the former to the latter; to do 
any thing © impiouſly” therefore, is to do it © in a manner, or with an 
intention inconſiſtent with that reverence which is due from a man to his 
Creator.“ | E 
It is plain, therefore, that according to the different ſyſtem? of religi- 
ous opinions which men embrace, they will apply the epithets of blaſphe- 
mous, impious, and profane, reciprocally to each other, and frequently, I 
will venture to ſay, with equal juſtice, 
I will now crave your indulgence while I illuſtrate theſe obſervations, 
by examples from ancient hiſtory, The ancient Perſians who acknow- 
ledged only one ſupreme invilible God, worſhipped the fire and the Sun, 


indecd, as his emblems vr repreſentatives; but they thouglit it impious 
Lo 
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ta confine the Deity, one of whoſe attributes was omniprelence, to one 
particular place, and, therefore they had no temples. Cambyſes, when 
he invaded Egyt, deſtroyed the temples which he found dedicated to the 
worſhip of the ſacred animals, and reproached the Egyptians as impious 
and profane, for worſhipping a Bull, a Cat, or an Onion; the Egyptians, 
on the other hand, reproached him in the fame terms for violating the ob- 
jects of their religious adoration. When Xerxes invade Greece, purſu- 
ing in like manner the ſpirit of his own religion, he Geitroved the Gree 
cian temples, and reproached the Greeks with impicty and profanenels, 
in pretending to confine the Deity to a local habitation. The Greeks, 
on the contrary, repioached kim as impious and profane, for deſtroying 
their temples ; the iudignation which they felt from this cauſe, contribu- 
ted perhaps more than any other to produce thoſe wondertul efforts in 
defence of their country, which adorn the pages of the hiſtorian of that 
day. A Chriſtian might call a Turk bleſphemous, impicus and profane, 
for maintaining the divine miſſion of Mahomet, and afcribing his ations 
to the immediate influence of God, The Turk would ſpeak of the Chrit- 
tian ia the ſame terms, for denying that miſſton, diſputing the divine 
authority of the Koran, and ridiculing and reviling its dcEtrines, The 
promoters of the preſent proſecution aſſume it as a firſt principle, which 
muſt not be controverted or diſculſed, that the Bible was written under 
the immediate direction or authority of the Deity, and that it contains 
the {pecial revelation of his will to mankind, They will, therefore juſtly, 
according to that aſſumed principle, brand with the epithets of blaſphe- 
mous, impious, and profane, the man who ſhall doubt the authenticity 
of the Bible, deny that it contains the word of God, or ſpeak of it in a 
diſreſpectful or irreverent manner. On the other hand, the author of the 
work now under proſecution, and others of ſimilar opinions, aſſuming 
the right of exerciſing their reaſon ona all ſubjects, cleiming to be the ar- 
bitcrs of their own faith, and having formed their own ideas of the juſ- 
tice, benevolence, and other attributes of God from the uncontrouled ex- 
erciſe of that reaſon in the contemplation of his works, aſſert the right ot 
examining by the ſtandard of thoſe ideas, any book that is prefented to 
them 4s containing the oracles of God, and having been written under 
his immediate inſpiration. If, therefore, they think, they find any thing 
in this book, which attributes to the Deity, things inconfiltent with 
their preconceived ideas of his dignity, they will call thoſe, blaſphe- 
mous, impious, and profane, who ſhell aflert this book to be the Word 
ot God, and that the actions related in it, were done bv his immediate 
direction. 1 think, therefore, Gentlemen, I have delivercd myſelf from 
the neceſlity of thewing, that the intention was not þlaſphemous, impious 
or protane, 

The real queſtion is not, Whether you or his Lordſhip approve the 
book? Not whether you condemn the paſſages ſelected from ut, and in- 
terted in this Indictment, or any part of it? Not whether you are of 
the fame opinion with the Author; but whether at the time when he 
wrote the book he felt as he wrote, and expreſſed himſelf as he felt ? 
Whether he meant ſeriouſly to examine an important ſubjett, and to ſub= 
nit his thoughts on it to the world, without a wanton and melevolent in- 
tention to do miſchief? If this was his object, and I think it is impoſ- 
tible to prove the contrary, I have the reſpectable authority of the Biſhop 
of Llandaff for ſaying that the Aurhor ought not, and of courſe, the P 
{i/her ought not, to be amenable to a human tribunal. I have his autho- 
rity for ſaying more, I have his authority for ſaying that it is not for any 
human tribunal to fit in judgment on the intention. with which a man 
wittes, or publiſhes what he writes, on ſuch ſubjects. In his Anſwer 


is 
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to the „Age of Reaſon,” p. ro, the Biſhop expreſſes himſelf thus 
©« If you have made the beſt examination you can, and » oi cet reveaicd 
rcligion zs an impoiture, I pray that God may pardon what J eftcem 
your error.“ You oblferve, Gentlemen, this learned and candid Biſhop 
does not take upon himſelf to condemn as abſolutely and certainly faite, the 
concluſtor's drawn by the Author of this work; he ſuppoſes it poſſible 
that they may be juſt, he expreſſes with becoming modeſty, his opinion 
that they are erroneous, but he leaves it to the Author of all truth to par- 
don the author, if they be, He continues thus, © And whether you have 
made this examination or not, does not become me, or any man to deter- 
mine.” In another work of the fame learned Prelate, I mean his An» 
ſwer to Mr. Gibbon, he avows the fame liberal {ſentiments ; he itrodus 
ces himſelf to Mr. Gibbon in theſe words; —& It would give me much 
uncaſineſs to be reputed an enemy to free inquiry in religious matters, or 
as capable of being animated into any degiee of perſonal malevolencc, 
againſt thoſe who differ from me in opinion. On the contrary, I look 
upon the right of private judgment, in every concern reſpecting God and 
ourſelves, as ſupertor to the controul of human authority; and have ever 
regarded free diſquiſition as the bell mean of illuftrating the doctrine, and 
cftabliſhing the truth of Chriſtianity, Let the followers of Mahomet, and 
the zealots of the Church of Rome, ſupport their ſeveral religious ſyfe 
tems, by damping every effort of the human intelle& to pry into the 
foundations of their faith; but never can it become a C/ri/tian to be afraid 
of being aſked a reafon of the faith that is in him ; nor a Proteſtant to be 
ſtudious of enveloping his religion in my ſtery and ignorance; nor the 
Church of England, to abandon that moderation by which che permits every 
individual, et ſentire gue velit, et que ſentiat dicere.“ 

« Gentlemen, I have the authority of another great man to the ſame 
effect; a man to whom the Chriſtian Religion is more indebted than to 
any other, ſince the days of St. Paul; I mean Dr. Lardner.— A Mr. 
Woolfton had publiſhed ſome diſcourſes on the miracles of our Saviour, 
in which he had uſed language of a very offenſive and irreverent nature; 
he had been tried for blaſphemy, and had been convicted: he publiſhed 
a defence of his diſcourſes, in which he ſpeaks of ſomething of which he 
had heard as an intended reply, uſing theſe words, „ which by way of 
{uch a reply I ſhould be glad to fee handled,” —Dr. Lardner publiſhed an 
Anſwer to Mr. Woolſton's fifth diſcourſe; in his preface to this An- 
iwer, vol. 11, p.2. he fays, “If by the expreflion, by way of ſuch a re- 
Ply,” he means a reply without abuſive railing terms, or invoking the aid of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, 1 have done it in that way. I wiſh Mr, Woolſton 
no harm, I only with him a ſincere conviction, and profeſſion of the 
truth, effected and brought about by ſolid reaſons and arguments, w1thout 
pains or penalties.” In p. 6 of the fame preface, he obſerves, „ that fome 
Chriſtians being of opinion that Chriſt's kingdom is not of this world, 
and that it is his pleaſure, that men ſhould not be compelled to receive 


his Jaw by the puniſhments of this life, or the fear of them, leave men te 


. propoſe their doubts and objections in their own way; that others have 
openly declared that they ought to be mmvrted ; and others that they ought 
to be permitted to propoſe their objections, provided it be done in a grate 
and ſerious manner.” — Dr. Waddington then Biſhop of Chicheiter, in a 
letter to Dr. Lardner, though he pays the latter great compliments for bi- 
Anſwer to Woolſton, yet expreſſes his diſapprobation of theſe paſſages in 

the preface; in reply to which the Doctor addreſſes the Biſhop to tins ef- 

fe&, vol. 1, p. 117, © I believe that when I wrote thoſe expreſſions, I 
had no regard to a demand made by any one, of a pumſhment on ir, 


Woolſton for his writings 3 1 only intended to difown, in plain _ 
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„neh might not be miſtaken, the principles of perſecution, which he 
ad charged upon ſo many of his adverſaries. As when I mentioned 2 
reply without abuſive terms, I had no reference to any reply Written in 
that way; ſo, when I wiſhed his conviction without patas and penalties, 
I had no reference to any demand made of them, But I do own, that in 
the firt paragraph, I had a reference to a demand, which I thought hat 
been made tor puniſhing him for his writings. And I ſuppoſe, if he 
{hould be puniſhes, it will be for writing againft Chriitianity, and not for 
his Manner of doing it, I am far from thinking that Mr. Woolſton has 
written in a grave and ſerious manner; and | have ſtrongly exprefied 
my dike of his manner, Your Lordſhip freely declares, he ought not 
to be puniſhed for being an Inſidel, nor for writing at all agaimſt the 
Chriſtian Religion, which appears to me a noble declaration. It the 
Governors of the Church and Civil Magiſtrates, had all along acted up to 


this principle, I think the Chriſtian Religion had been before now, well 


nigh univerſal. But I have ſuppoſed it to be a conſequence from this 
ſentiment, that if men have an allowance to write againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, there muſt be alſo conſiderable indulgence as to the manner 
I:kewiſe, This has appeared to mea part of that meekneſs and tforbear- 
ance, to winch the Clirlitian Religion obliges vs, who are to reprove, re- 
buke, and exhort, with all long ſutfering. The proper puniſhment of a 
low, mean, indecent, {currilous way of writing ſeems to be neglect, con- 
tempt, ſcorn and general indignation, Your Lerdii.ip has obſerved ex- 


| tremely well, that this way of writing 1s ſuch as may juſtly raife the in- 


hd 


dignation and reſentment of every honck man, whether Chriſtan or not. 
This puniſhment, he has already had in part, and will probably have 
more and more, if he ſhould go on in ins rude and brutal way of writing. 
And if we leave all further puniſhinent to kim, to whom vengrance bee 
longs, I have thought it might be much for the honour of e ue, and 
ef our religion, But it he ſhould be puniſhed farther, the ſtream of 
reſentment and indignation will turn; efpecially if the guniſhment ſhould 
be ſevere; and it is likely that a ſma!/ pumfhment will not ſuifice to en- 

gage to filence, nor to an alteration of the manner of writing.“ 
Gentlemen, you obſcrve theſe learned perfons, and I couſd cite many 
more opinions to the fame purpoſe, ſpeak in favour of a much greater 
latitude of liberty, in writing on ſubjects of religious controverſy than T 
think F have at preſent any occaſion to require, They tell you, no hu— 
man tribunal ought to interpoſe; that even the intentien of the writer 
eughit not to be brought under the cognizance of the civil magiſtrate, All 
that / have at preſent to contend is, that no malevolent intention can be 
fairly imputed to the Author of this publication, I ſhal! argue this from 
the publication itſelf, which in many parts of it, ſpeaks in terms of the 
mo! reverenttal ave of the Great Author of the Univerſe, in terms the 
moſticlycétfu] of the character of the Founder of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and of the moral doftrines which he taught; and I defy the moſt aQive 
ndulity af my Learned Friend, to find a ſingle pailage in the whole 
work, inconſiſtent with the mok chaſte, che moit corrett ſyſtem of mo- 
rals, The firfi pailage 1 {hall read to you, is the Author's profeſſion of 
taith, at the bottom of the firlt pave, I believe in one God and no 
more ; and I hope for happineis beyond this life; I believe the equality 
of man. and I believe that religious duties conſiſt in doing juſtice, loving 
wercy, and endeavouring to make our tellow creatures happy“ -The 
next begins at the bottom of page 8. The Author, after having de ſcri- 
ved what te calls the Chriſtian Mythology, procceds in theſe words; 
„ That many good men may have believed this ſtrange fable, and lived 
very good lives under chat belief, for credulity is nbt à crime, is what 1 
1494 
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have no doubt of; in the firſt place, they were educated to believe it; 
and they. would have believed any thing elſc in the ſame manner. There 
are aſſo many who have been ſo enthuſtaſtically.enraptured, by what they 
conceived to be the infinite love of God to man, in making a ſacrifice of 
himſelf, that the vehemence of the idea has forbidden, and deterred them 
trom examining into the abſurdity and profaneneſs of the ftory, The 
more unnatural any thing is, the more it is capable of becoming the ob- 
ject of diſmal adoration, But if objects tor gratitude and admiration are 
our deſire, do they not preſent themſelves every hour to our eyes? Do 
we not ſee a fair creation prepared to receive us the inſtant we are born 
2 world, furniſhed to our hands that coſt us nothing? Is it we that 
light up the ſun ; that pour down the rain, and fill the earth with abun— 
dance? Whether we ſleep or wake, the vaſt machinery of the Univerſe 
itill goes on. Are theſe things, and the bleſſings they indicate in future, 
nothing to us? Can our groſs feelings be excited by no other ſubjects 
than tragedy and ſuicide? Or is the gloomy pride of man become {o 
intolerable, that nothing can flatter it, but a ſacrifice of the Creator?“ 

© The next paſſage with which I ſhall trouble you, explains the Au- 
thor's ideas as to revelation and the word of God, page 16—“ But 
ſome perhaps will ſay, are we to have no word of God? No Revela- 
tion? I anſwer, yes, There is a word of God ; there is a Revelation. 
The word of God is the Creation we bchold : and it is in this, which no 
human invention can counterfeit or alter, that God ſpeaketh univerſally 
to men: human language is local and changeable, and is therefore inca- 
pable of being uſed as the means of uncnangeable and univerſal informa- 
tion, The Idea that God {ent jeſus Chriſt to publiſh, as they ſay, the 
glad t:dings to all nations, from one end of the earth to the other, is 
conſiſtent only with the 1gnorance of thoſe who know nothing of the 
*xtent of the world, and who believed as thoſe world Saviours believed, 


and continued to believe for fevcral centuries, and that in contradiction 


to the dilcpveries of philoſophers, and the experience of navigators, that 
"the Earth Gas fiat like a trencher, and that a man might walk to the end 
of it. But how was Jeſus Chriſt to make any ching known to all nations? 
He could {peak but one language, which was Hebrew, and there are in 
the world teveral hundred languages. Scurcely any two nations {peak the 
{zme language, or underiiand each other; and as to tranſlations, every 
man who knows any thing of languages, knows that it is 1mpoſlible 10 
tranflate from one language into another, not only without the danger of 
joling a great part of the original, but frequently of miſtaking the tenſe ; 
and, behde all this, the art of printing was wholly unknown at tne time 
in which Chriſt lived,—lt is always neceſſary that tne means which are 
to accompliſh any end, be equal to the accompliſu ment of that end, or the 
end cannot be accompliſhed. It is in this that the diflerence between 
finite and infinite power and wiſdom diſcovers itſelf, Man frequently 
fails in accomplithing his ends, from the natural inability of the power 
co cile& the purpoſe : and frequently from the want of wiſdom, to apply 
power properly. But it is impoſhble for infinite power and wifdom to 
tail as . The means it uſcth are always equal to the end; bur 
human language, eſpecially as there is not an univerſal language, is incg- 
pable of being uſed as an univerſal means of unchengeable and univerta! 
formation; and, therefore, it is not the means that God aſeth in wants 
teiting himſelf univerſally to man, It is only in the Creation, that all gur 
ideas and conceptions of a word of God can unite, The Crevtion ſpeak - 
eth an unmvertal language, independently of human ſpecch or human lan- 
guage, multiplied and various as they be. It is an ever exiſting original, 
which every man can rcad. It cannot be forged; it connot by COMteTe 
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tcited ; it cannot be loſt ; it cannot be altered; it cannot be ſuppreſſed, 


1: does not depend upon the will of man, whether it ſhall be publiſhed 
or not; it publiſhes itſelf from one end of the earth to the other, It 

reaches to all nations and to all worlds; and this word of God reveals 
to man allthat is neceſſary for man to know of God. Do we want to 
contemplate his power? We ſee it in the immenſity of the Creation. 


Do we want to contemplate his wiſdom ?2— We lee it in the unchangeable 


order by which the incomprchenſible whole is governed, Do we want to 
contemplate his munificence ? We ſee it in the abundanee with which he 


| fills the earth. — Do we want to contemplate his mercy? We fee it in 


his not withholding that abundance, even from the uathankful. In fine, 
do we want to know what God is? Search not the book called the 
Scripture, which any human hand might make, but the Scriptures called 
the Creation, The only idea man can affix to the name ot God, is that 
of afirtt caute, the cauſe of all things, And in:omprehenſibly dithcult 
as it is for a man to conceive what a firſt cauſe is, he arrives at the belief 
of it, from the ten-tald greater difficulty of diſbelieving it. It is difficult 
beyond deſcription to conceive that ſpace can have no end; but it is more 
ditkicult to conceive an end. It is dithcult beyond the power of man to 
conceive an eternal duration of what we call time; but it is more impoſ- 
ſible to conceive a time when there ſhall be no time. In like manner of 
reaſoning, every thing we behold, carries in itſelf the internal evidence, 
that it did not make itſelf, Every man is an evidence to hunſelf that he 


did not make himſelf; neither could his father make himſelf, nor his grande 


father, nor any of his race: neither could any tree, plant or animai, 
make itſelf; and it is the conviction ariſing from this evidence that carries 
us on, as it were, by neceſſity to the belief of a firſt cauſe eternally exiſt- 
ing, of a nature totally different from any material exiſtence we know 
ot, and by the power of which all things exiſt, and this firſt cauſe nian 
calls God. It is only by the exerciſe of reaſon, tha: man can dilcover 
God. Take away that reaſon, and he would be incapable of underſtand- 
ing any thing; and in this caſe, it would be juſt as conſiſtent to read 
even the book called the Bible, to a horſe as toa man. How then is it 
that thoſe people pretend to reject reaſon ?” - 

Gentlemen, I might read a great many other paſſages to prove the 
truth of my aſſertion, that the author expreſſes the moſt reverentlal awe of 
the great Author of the Univerſe ; but that I may not fatigue your attes · 
tion, I w.ll barely cite the pages. You will have an opportunity, it you 
ſhall think fit to retire, of reading the paſſages at your leiſure ; they ate 
p. 18, 19, 22, 103 and 104. | 
To prove the truth of my 2 „that the Author expreſſes 
himſel! in terms the moſt reſpectful of the character of the Founder of the 
Chriſtian Religion,“ I ſhall trouble you to hear me read only two paſſa- 
ges: The Author having endeavoured to chew, with what ſucceſs it is 
not for me to ſay, nor is it material to the queltion you are to decide, 
that che Theory of the Chriſtian Church was borrowed from the Heathen 
Mythology, proceeds thus: p. 6, © Nothing that is here ſaid can apply 
even with the moſt diſtant ditreſpe@ to the real character of Jeſus Chriit; 
He was a virtuous and an amiable man, The morality which he prea- 
ched and practiſed was of the moſt benevolent kind: and though ſimilar 
{y{tems of morality had been preached by Confucius, and by ſome of the 
Greek piuloſuphers many years before, by the Quakers ſince, and by 
many gad men 1 21 ages, it has not been exceeded by any ''—Again he 
fays, p. 7, * That tuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt extſted, aud that he was 
criicihed, which was the mode of execution at that day, are hiitorical 
relatious, fag y within te limits of probability, He preached maſt 
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excellent morality, and the equality of man; but he preached ,s 
the corruptio:s and avarice of the Jewiſh Prieſts, and this bienght upon 
him the hatred and vengeance of the whole order of pi. ieloud, The ate 
cuſations which thoſe prieſts brought againſt him, was that of ſedition, 
and conſpiracy againſt the Roman Government, to which the Jews were 
then ſubject and tiibutary: and it is not improbable that the Roman Go— 
vernment might have fome ſecret apprehenlion of the effects of his doc- 


trine, as well as the Jewiſh Prieſts, neither is it improbable that Jeſus - 


Chriſt had in comemplation the delivery of the Jewifh Nation from the 
bondage of the Romans, Between the two, however, this virtuous Ke— 
former and Revolutioniſt loſt his life.“ 

Gentlemen, I have ſaid I defy my Learned Friend to find a ſingle 
paToge in the whole work inconſiſtent with the moſt challe, the moſt core 
rect iyſtem of morals. I will now go farther, I will venture to afſcrt that 
ſome ot the very paiſages ſeleQed tor proſecution, four out of the five, 
that have been reed in evidence, afford the ſtrongeſt proofs of the chaſtity 
of the Author's mind, of the benevolence of his heart, of the gencra! plite 
lanthropy of his diſpofiticn, and of the correétneſs of his moral fenſe.—- 
He may be wrong. and I do not feel it incumbent on me to argue that he 
is right, in drawing the concluſions, that he does, againſt the authenticity 
of the Bible as containing the Word of God, — If he be wrong, his error 
is involuntary, it is the erroneous application of principles, honey afe 
ſumed as the foundation of his reaſoning ; it is an erior, which proceccs 
not trom the wickedneſs and corruption of his heart, The ſirſt paſſage 
runs in theſe words, “ When we read the obſcene ſtories, the voluptuous 
debaucheries, the cruel and torturous executions, the unrelenting vin» 
dictiveneſs with which more than half the Bible 1s filled, it would be 
more conſiſtent that we called it the Word of a Demon than the Word of 
God. It is a Hiitory of wickedneſs that has ſerved to corrupt and bru- 
talize mankind,” p. 10. | . 

„Gentlemen, This ſentence, though not in form, yet in effect, conſiſts 
of two parts, an aſſertion of fact, and a concluſion from that aiſertion ; 
The aſſertion is that there are in the Bible, obſcene ſtories, deſcriptions 
of voluptuous debaucheries, relations of cruel and torturous executions, 
and unrelenting vindiQtiveneſs ; the concluſion is, that it were more cone 
ſtent to call the Bible, the Word of a Demon, than the Word of God; 
that it is a hiſtory of wickednels that has ſerved to corrupt and to brutal- 
ize mankind.— On the ſuppotition that the aſſertion is true, I do not 
mean, nor is it incumbent on me, to contend, that the concluſion is cer- 
rect; it is enough for my purpoſe, that a man of good ſenſe and common 
underſtanding, unaffected by the prejudices of education, fitting down 
with a fair and honeſt intention to inveſtigate-the truth, might, without 
ſubjecting himſelf, in the ſober eye of reaſon, to the imputetion of a 
wicked and malevolent intention, have drawn the fame concluſion, from 
the ſame premiſes. 

Gentlemen, I ſhould be guilty of Y againft you, if I could for 
a moment ſuppoſe that you had not all of you read the Bible; it is im- 
poſſible that any of you ſhould have fo imperfect a ſenſe of the duty you 
were cal'ed upon to diſcharge, as to come here to fit in judgment on the 
Defendant without that previous qualification, Taking for granted, 
therefore, what muſt thus neceſſarily be true, that you have read the Bl- 
ble, I appea! to your own recollection, I aſk 8 as fair and impaxtial 
men, whether you have not read in that book, ſtories, Which, if found in 
any other book, you would juſtly have denominated obſcene; deſcriptions 
which, if ſound in any other book, might mp be termed, Gelcriptions 


ef voluptuous debaucheries ; relations of tranfattions deſcribed as 175 
taken 
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taken place under the immediate direction of the Deity, which, if you had 
found them in any of book, you would have called by the name of 
cruel and torturous executions, and conſideted as examples of yurelents 
ing vindictivenefs. : ; 

Gentlemen, when I began to prepare myſelf for this defence, I did 
intend to read to you from the Bible, leveral paſſages, to which, from the 
recollection of former reading, I ſuppoſed the Author might have allu- 
ded, when he wrotethis ſentence; but when I read, anew, ſome of thoſe 
which mig b. ranked under the claſs of abſcene ſtories, and voluptuous 
debaucheries, J found the impreſſion made in early youth, had been con- 
ſaderably effaced by time, and. I now feel it my duty to ſpare the modeſt 
cars of an Eugliſh audience, and not to read them; but to aſſiſt your re- 
collection, I will take the liberty of citing to yon, ſome of the moſt pro- 
minent; and refer you to the Bible itſelf for the detail. 

"The Rory of Sarah's giving Hagar to Abraham, Gen. c. 16. 

The tranſackion of Lot's two daughters with their father, G. c. 19. 
Ihe diſputes of Rachael and Leah, about the poſſeſſion of Jacob's 
perſon, and their giving each her hand maid to Jacob, G. e, 30. 

The hiſtory of the Rape of Dinah, G. 34. 
The ſtory of Judah and Tamar, G. 38. 
The ſolicitation of Joſeph by Potiphar's wife, G. 39. 
Ihe ſtory of Zimri and Colbi the Midianitiſh woman, Numb. 23. 
— — 0; Sau ſon and Delilab, Judges, c. 16. 
— — ot the Levite's Concubine abuſed by the Gibeathites, J. 19. 
—— 0: Abigail the wife of Nabal, becoming the wife of Da- 
vid, 1 Sam. 25. 
—— 0 Amon, one of the ſon's of David, debauching Tamar, 
the filter of Abſalom, another of David's ſons, 2. Sam. 13. | 
of the ſame Abſalom debauching his father's concubines in 
the face ot all Iſrael, on the houſe top, 2 Sam. 16. ; 
And laſt, though not leatt. in this claſs, the ſtory of David and Bath- 
iheva, the wife of Uriah, the Hittite, 2. Sam. 11. 

Tue ouly part of the Bible to which I ſhell refer you, as containing a 
&e(cription of voluptuous debaucheries, is the Song of Solomon; which 
trole, who ſettled the Canon of Scripture, not knowing how to ſanctif 
1: taken 12 th: literal ſ-nſe, have contrived to metamorphoſe into a myſ- 
tig declaration of the great love of Chriſt to his chureh ; the greater be- 
rality, however, of modern Divines, has admitted it to be nothing 
more, than a luxurious love ſong, compoſed on occaſion of the marriage of 
Solomon with the Princeſs of Egypt; and that it is improperly permitted 
to remain in the ſacred Canon; 

Gentlemen, with reſpect to the inſtances of cruel and torturous ex- 
ecutions, and unrelenting vindictiveneſs, I do not feel mylelt reſtrained 
by any principle of modeſty from reading them; and therefore, I will 
give you them at full length: The firit to which I ſhall crave your atten- 
tion, is that of the treacherous and cruel revenge of the two ſons of Ja- 
cob, Simton and Levi on the Sichemites, G. 34. 

Lord Kenyon 1 do not know how far I ought to ſit here, and ſuffer 
a gentleman at the Bar ro brizg forward parts of the Bible in this way. It 
is for you Gentlemen of the Jury, to ſay whether you with to hear them 
read“ Some of the jury nodding aſſent to his Lordſhip, Mr. Kyd 
continusd— It the Gentlemen of the Jury do not wiſh to hear theſe paſ- 
ſeges read, Ido not wiſh to treſpaſs on their time or the patience of the 
Court, thovgh I feel this interruption throws me into ſome embarraſl.- 
ment as to the mode of procecding in my defence.” dome gentleman 
rom within the bar; © You may cite the pailages, as you did the others.” 

C3 ——Lord 


ba 7 
——Lord Renyon—“ You may cite the paſſages : beſides, fir, you have 


admitted that the Gentlemen of the Jury mwit have read the Bible,''— 


Mr. Kyd, ** Then, my Lord, I will cite them, The next in order is the 
hiftory of the ſlaughter of the Midianites, Num, 31. 


The ſlaughter of the Canaanites by the command of God ; particularly 


the conduct of Joſhua to the men of Ai, Joſh, c. 8, and the ſlaughter of 
the five kings, Joſh. c. 10. | 


The ſtory of Sifera and Jael, and the Song of Deborah and Barak, in 


exultation at the event, Judges 4, 5. 

The murder of the people of Jabeſh Cuead, for not having gone up 
with the reſt of the tribes againſt Benjamin in the caſe of the Le- 
vite's concubine, Judges 21, | 

The account of Samuel hewing Agag in pieces before the Lord in 
Gilgal, 1 Sam. 15, 

"The unneceſſary and wanton cruelty of David to the inhabitants of 
Rabbah, the chief city of Ammon, taken after its ſiege by Joab, 
2 Sam. 12, 

The murder of Saul's ſeven innocent ſons by David, on pretence of 
their father's ſlaughter of the Gibeonites being the cauſe of three 
years famine, 2 Sam. 21. . . 

David's dymg charge to Solomon 1eſpefting Joab and Shimei, 
1 Kings 2. 

The — of ſeventy of Ahab's ſons, in his zeal for the fervice of 

the Lord, 2 Kings, c. 10. 


© Gentlemen, I apprehend it is now pretty clear that a man might have 
written the firſt paſſage inferted in this indictment, without being attuated 
by a wicked and malevolent intention to diſturb the happineſs of man- 
kind 1 will, theretore, trouble you no further on this head, but proceed 
to examine the ſecond paſſage, which runs in thele words, © Did the book 
called the Bible excel in purity of ideas and expfeſſion, all the books that 
are now extant in the world, I would not take it tor my rule of faith as 
being the word of God, becauſe the poilibility wouid neverthelefs exitt 
of my being impoſed upon. But when I fee throughout the greateſt part 
of this book ſcarcely any thing but a hiſtory of the groſſeſt vices, and a 
collection of tie moſt paltry and contemptible tales, I cannot dilhonour 
my Creator by calling it by his name,” p. 10. 

„Gentlemen, This pailage does not Rand in the pamphlet alone and 
unconnected with the context; it is connected in ſenſe with two Para- 
graphs preceding it; and, of the three, is the laſt link in a regular chain 
of obſervation: It is an admitted maxim in proſecutions of this kind, 
that a fingle offenſive paſſage is not to be ſelected and conſdered as con- 
clutive evidence againſt the Detendant ; but ut muſt be compared with the 
context; or thoſe other parts of the work to Which it ſeems to bear a1e- 
lation; and from the whole taken together, your judgment is to be 
formed. The two preceding paragraphs to which I allude are the ſe— 
© If we permit ourſelves to conceive right ideas of things, we mult n eceſ- 
ferily athx the idea not only of unchangeableneſs, but of the utter impoſ- 
ſibility of any change taking place, by any means or accident whatever, 
in that which we would honour with the name of the word of God: and 
therefore, the word of God cannot exiſt in any written or human lan- 
guage.” | . » q . 

«© The continually progreſſive change to which the meaning of words is 
ſubject, the want of an univerſal language which renders tranflation neceſ= 
ſary, the errors to which tranſlations are again ſubject, the _— of 
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copyilts and printers, together with the poſſibility of wilful alteration, 
are of themſelves evidences, that human language, whether in ſpeech or 
in print, cannot be the vehicle of the word of God. The word of God 
exiits in ſomethings elſe.” And then follows the paſſage which 1 have 
jult 1cad to you from the indictment. You obſerve, therefore, that the 
latter is not compoſed of wanton ailertions, made without examination, 
and merely hazarded from a malignant intention to revile the Bible; but 
it is the natural reſult of a regular train of thinking; it follows almoſt as 
the inevitable conſequence of what immediately precedes it. One of the 
attributes-of God, acknowledged as a fuudamental article of the Chriſtian 
faith, is his immutability; it is an inevitable conſequence that his wzl 
ſhould be immutable ; and it feems by no means a forced or unnatural 
mode of reaſoning, to ſay that, that by which the manifeſtation of his 
will is made to man, mult alſo be immutable; in other words, that the 
word of God ſhouid be immutable: but human language is mutable, and 
as 2 vehicle of immutabity, is ſubject to all the objections pointed out iu 
the two paragraphs of the context; it cannot, therefore, be conſidered as 
an unfair or a forced concluſion, © that the word of God cxilts in ſome— 
things elſe,” Is it then a ſubject of wonder, that the Author purſuing 
this train of thought, ſhould expreſs himſelf as he does, in the paragraph 
which follows? © Did the book calied the Bible,” ſays he, “excel in 
purity of ideas and expreilion all the books that are now extant in the 
world, I would not taxe it for my rule of faith, as containing the word 
vt God.” Does he ſay this without a reaſon? No; he aſſigns a reaſon, 
which it will hardly be denicd might occur to a thinking mind: © be- 
cauſe,” ſays he, © the polhbility would nevertheleſs exiſt, of my being 
impoſcd upon.“ Will any man ſay that ſuch a poſlibility does not exiſt ? 
Is it criminal to ſuppeſe its ex iſtence? or, if its exiſtence may be innacentiy 
ſuppoſcd, can it be criminal to be influenced by ſuch a ſuppolition ? 
„ But when I ſee throughout the greateſt part of this book, ſcarcely an 
ming but a hiflory of the groſſeſt vices, and a collection of the moſt paltry 
and contemptible tales, I cannot diſhonour my Creator by calling it by 
his name.“ 

© Gentlemen, I admit the Author goes too far, when he repreſents 
the Bible, as r * ſcarcely any thing elſe but a hiſtory of the 
groſſeſt vices, and a colletion of the moſt paltry and contemptible tales ;*? 
yet certainly it will not be denied, that a conliderable part of it is a 
tiſtory of the groſſeſt vices; and perhaps your own recollection will 
ſatisfy you that it contains tales which, if found in any other book, you 
would conſider as paltry aud contemptible. The Author, then, refuſes 
his aſſent to the Divine authority of the Bible, not from a malevolent 
intention towards mankind, but from the reverence he feels for the 
Creator, 

«© Gentlemen, I now proceed to the third paſſage inſerted in the in- 
dictment: “ To charge the commiſſion of things upon the Almighty 
which, in their own nature, and by every rule of moral juſtice, are 
Crimes, as all aſſaſhnation is, and more eſpecially the aſſaſſination of 
infants, is matter of ſerious concern: the Bible tells us that thoſe aſſaſſi- 
Nations were done by the expreſs command of Goa; to believe, therefore, 
the Bible to be true, we mult unbelieve all our belief in the moral juſtice 
of God; for wherein could crying or ſmiling infants offend? And to 
read the Bible without horror we muſt undo every thing that is tender, 
F and benevolent in the heart of man: ſpeaking for myſelf, 
3t I had no other evidence that the Bible is fabulous, than the ſacrifice 
J mult make to believe it to be tive, that alone would be ſufficicat to 
determine my choice.“ 
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0 Gentlemen, This is reaſoning, this is argument; and it is ſuch reaſons # 
ing, fuch argument, az I believe a rational man will find ſome difficulty - 
to reeht: that allailination is a crime abhorrent from the tender feelings 5 

of the human heart, will hardly be denied; and itrong reatons would 4 
be required to induce a belief that, ia theſe times, ſuch a crime could be z 
commited by the expreſs. command, or even with the approbation of 5 
God. This paſſige alludes principally to the ſlaughter of the Canaanites T: 
by Jjothuz in the conquelt of the promiled land, as appears from what + 
immediately precedes it z==+ When we read in the books aſcitbed to 2 
Moles, Jolkua and others, that the Ifraelites came by ſtealth upon whole [ | 


nations of people, who, as the hiſtory itſclf ſhews, had given them no 
oitence; Hat they put all thoſe nations to the Sword, that they ſhared neither 
oge ner infancy ; that the, utterly deflroved men, women and children; expreſ- I 
Hons that aft repeated over and over again with exuling ferocity: are 
we ſure theſe things are facts? are we ſure the Creator of man com- 
miſtoned theſe things to be done ? are we ſure that the books which tell 
us ſo, were winnten by lis authority?“ 

„Gene men, This is an objection to tHe authority of the Bible, which 
has bee made an hundred times, and it has as often received the ſame 
unvaried anſwer; whether that an{wer be ſufficient to ſatisfy a rational 
and inquiring mind, I ſhall now proceed to examine, The Biſhop of 
Landaft, in his Anſwer to the Age of Reaſon, admits, that, if the actions 
which are here condemned, had been committed by the ſole authority 
of the Agent, they would have merited the reproaches they have received; 
he ſays, p. So, 81, * The deſtruction of the Canaanites extubits to all 
nations, in all ages, a ſigna! proof of God's diſpleaſure againſt ſin; it has 


3 


been to others, and it is to ourſelves a benevolent warning: Moſes : 
would have been the wretch you repretent him, had he ated by his own þ 
authority alone: but you may as reaſorably attribute cruelty and murder z 
to the judge of the land in condemning criminals to death, as butchery 5 
and maſſacre to Moſes in executing the command of God.” —The itrength ; 
of the objection then is admitted to be; not the aſſertionu, that the actions 5 
abſtractedly conſidered, deſerve che judgment which is paſſed upon them; 5 
but that it is inconfiſtent with our ideas of the moral juſtice of God that F- 
they mould be commanded or authoriſed by him Let us fee then, how * 
it has been anſwered; “ You hold it impoſſible,“ ſays the Biſhop, p. 13, 4 


„ that the Bible can be the word of God, becauſe it is tnerein ſaid, that 
the Iſraclites deſtroyed the Canaanites by the expreſs command of God; 
and to believe the Bible to be true, we muſt, you aft.rm, unbelieve all 
our belief of the moral juſtice of God; for wherein, you aſk, could 
crying or ſmiling infants offend? I am aftomiſhed chat fo acute a rea- 
ſoner thould attempt to diſparage the Bible, by bringing forward this 
explodea uud frequently retated objeAion of Morgan, Tindal, and Bo- 
lingbroke. You profeſs yourſelf to be a Deiſt and to believe that there 
is a God, who created the univerſe, and eftabhſhed the laws of nature, by 1 

+ 


which 1t is fultained in exiſtence, You profeſs that from the contem- 
plation of the works of God, you derive a knowledge of his attributes; 7, 
and you rej*E& the Bible becauſe it aſcribes to God, things 1n-onfiftent, ; 
as you ſuppoſe, with the attributes which you have diſcovered to belong 
to him; in particular, you think it repugment to his moral juſtice, that 
be hould doom to deſtruction the crying or ſmiling infants of the Ca- 
naanites — Wny do you not maintain it to be repugnant to his moral 
juſtice, that he ſhauld futter crying or ſmiling e to be ſwallowed 
up by an earthquake, drowned by an inundation, conſumed by a fire, 
ſtarved by a famine, or geftroyra by a peſtilence? The word of God is 
in perlect harmony with his Work; crying or ſmiling mtams are ſubjected 
| 70 
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to death in both. We belicve that the earth, at the expreſs command 
„God, opened her mouth, and fwallowed up Korah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram, with their wives, their ſons, and their little ones. This you eſteem 
% repugnant to God's moral juſtice, that you ſpurn, es ſpurious, the book 
in winch the circumſtance is related, When Catania, Lima and Liſbon 
were feverally deitroyed by earthquakes, men with their wives, their 
ſous, and their little ones, were fwallowed up alive: — Why do you not 
ſpurn as ſpurious, the book of nature, in which this fact is certainly 
Written, and from the peruſal of which, you infer the moral juſtice of 
God.“ — 

„Gentlemen, This is the Anſwer which has been given an hundred 
times, to this objettion an hundred times taken; the objection is, there- 
fore, called an exploded and frequently refuted objection ; and I ſuppoſe the 
crime imputed to the Author of the“ Age of Reaſon” is, that the Anſwer 
has not farzsfied him; that he has, from motives of malevolence, revived 


an objection which he knew was ill founded, Gentlemen, obſerve the 


weakneſs of this anſwer.” —Lord Kenyon : I cannot ſit in this place, 
and hear this Kind of diſcuſhon.” - AMr. Kyd : * My Lord, I ſtand here 
on the privilege of an advocate in an Englith Court of Juſtice ; this man 
has applied to me to detend him; I have undertaken his defence; end I 
have often heard your Lordſhip declare, that every man had a right to be 
defended ; I know no other mode by which I can ſeriouſly defend him 
againſt this charge, than that waich I am now purſuing; if your Lordſhip 
wiſh to prevent me from purſuing it, you may as well tell me to abandon 
my duty to my Client at once. Lord Kenyon: © Go on, Sir.“ —Mr. 
d: My Lord, I hope your Lordihip does not conceive, I appear 
here with an intention to inſult the dignity of this Court: far be it from 
me to do any thing indecent in itſelf, or unbecoming the ſituation in 
which I ſtand, My Lord, it is this ſcandalous profecution which com- 
pels me in the diſcharge of my duty to my Client, to enter into a diſcuſ- 
ſion, which it is its profeſſed object to — diſcuſhon which I 
would gladly have avoided, which is highly irkſome to myſelf, and in 
its effects may be dangerous to the public mind. My Lord, I feel the 
higheſt obligation to your Lordſhip, for having prevented the reading of 
the remaining paſſages inſerted in the indictment; you have releaſed me 
from one halt of the painful taſk, which I ſhould otherwiſe have con- 
ſidered it my duty to perform. 

Gentlemen, When I ſaid the anſwer was weak, I did not mean from 
tence to conclude that the objection was unanſwerable ; it may be ill 
founded, as I am bound to ſuppoſe every objection to the authority of 
the Bible muſt be; but I have never yet read or heard an anſwer to it, 
which ſatisfied my wind ; it may be ſuſceptible of an anſwer, but it has 


never yet received it, Future theologians may perhaps diſcover it; but till 


that diſcovery be made, it ſurely can never jultly be imputed to a man 
a3 a crime, tat fairly exerciſing his reaſon on the ſubject, he is ſtruck 
with the force of the objection. I] return now to the examination of the 


_ anſwer ;*it 2mounts to no more than this, that as it is no objection to 


the moral juſtice of God, that by an earthquake, an inundation, or a con- 
fagration, a famine or a peſtilence, men, women and children; the in- 
nocent and the guilty may promiſcuouſly meet their death: ſo neither is 
it inconſiſtent with the ſame attribute, that, by a ſpecial manifeſtation of 
his will on a particular occaſion, he ſhould command a whole nation 
promiſcuouſly to be put to death for the crimes of a part. 

Gentlemen, This is reaſoning by compariſon ; and reaſoning by com- 
pariſon is often fallacious; on the preſent occaſion, the fallacy is this; 
that in the firſt caſe, the perſons periſh by the operation of the * 

aws 
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laws of nature, not ſuffering puniſhment for a crime; whereas in the 
latter, the genctal laws of nature are ſuſpended or tranſgreſſed, and God 
commands the ſlaughter to avenge his offended will, —Is this then a ſatiſ- 
factory anſwer to the objection ? I think it is not; another may think ſo 
too; Which it may be fairly ſuppoſed the Author did; and then the ob- 
jection, as to him, remains in full force, and he cannot, from inſiſting 
upon it, be fairly acculed of malevolent intention. 

Gentlemen, For the preſent, I paſs by the fourth paſſage inſerted in the 
indictment, as the fifth has a more immediate connection with the three 
which I have already conſidered, It conſiſts of but a ſingle line picked 
from the middle of a ſentence; taken by itſelf, it is no doubt uncourtly 
and offeniive—** It is a book of lies, wickedneſs, and blaſphemy 3” but 
connected with the context, it appears to be nothing more than the reſult, 
very coarſely expreſſed, no doubt, but Kill the reſult of a connected 
chain of thinking; the paſſage in which it ſtands in the book, is in p. 52, 
and runs thus: “ People in general know not what wickednels there is 
in this pretended word of God, Brought up in habits of ſuperſtition, 
they take it for granted that the Bible is true, and that it is good; they 
permit themlelves not to doubt of it; and they carry the ideas they form 
of the benevolence of the Almighty, to the book, which they have been 
taught to believe was written by his authority—Good Heavens! it is quite 
auother thing, it is a book of lies, wickedneſs, and blaſphemy ; for what 
can be greater blaſphemy than to aſcribe the wickeanels of man to the 
orders of the Almighty 2?” _ | | EE 

© The whole, you obſerve, proceeds on the ſame principle with the 
paſſages I have already examined, that the Author cannot, conũſtently 
with his ideas of the attributes of God, admit the Bible as containing 
the revelation of his will; the ſame obſervations, which I have taken 


the liberty of ſuggeſting to you on the other paſſages, might be applied 


to this; but I will not fatigue your attention by repeating them. —1 pro- 
ceed to the paſſage which ſtauds the fourth in the indictment, and is in 
theſe words: „I have now gone through the examivation of the four 
books a{c'ibed to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; and when it is con- 
fkdered, that the whole ſpace of time from. the crucifixion to what is 
called the aſcenſion is but a few days, apparently not more than three or 
four, and that all the circumſtances are reported to have happened nearly 
about the ſame ſpot, Jeruſalem, it is, I believe, impoſflidle, to find in any 
Rory on record, ſo many, and ſuch glaring abſurdities, contradiftions and 
falſehoods, as ar in thoſe books ; 

„ Genilemen, I have expreſſed my obligation to his Lordſhip for hav- 
ing ſaved me from the taſk of defendiag the remaining paſlages inſerted 
in the indictment; I wiſh I had to thank him for ſaving me from the taſk 
of defending this ; as the matter now ſtands, however, it is my duty to 
defend it, Gentlemen, this paſſage is the reſult of a ſerious examination 
olf the books in queſtion, which begins at p. 82, and ends ai p 91 ut 
you will have the goodneſs to retire and read it with attention, I think 
you will find it difficult to ſay the concluſion is not warranted by the 
premiſes; I have myſelf made a {imilar examination, and I find it im- 
pol. ble to deny that there are, at leaſt, apparent inconliſtencies aud con- 
tradictious in thoſe books, which it is difficult to reconcile; 4 hold in 
my hand a more extenſive and labourcd examination ot chern, which 
demonitrates to me, that thoſe inconſiſtencies and comradictions are uu- 
mcrous and important; and that they muſt be ſo, is evident tom the 
number of concorgances of the Goſpel, with which Icarned Divines have 
thought it necetlary to favour the public; had they feen in thoſe books 


nv apparcut inconſiſtencies and contradictions of importance, it * 
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have been folly to compoſe ſuch laboured and voluminous works, with 2 
view to reconcile them to each other. . 

Gentlemen, I hope, by this time, it appears to yon, as I proteſt it does 
to me, that there is no evidence of any immoral, wicked, or impious in- 
terition to be collected from the publication itſelf; and you are not to 
impute ſuch intention to the Author or to the Publiſher, merely becauſe 
the publication 1mpeaches thoſe articles of faith which you yourſelves 
have been taught to believe; the very religion, for the vindication of 
whoſe honour, it is pretended, this proſecution has been inſtituted, 
forbids you to draw {y uncharitable a concluſion, 

Gentlemen, Good policy and a prudent regard for the intereſts of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ought to have prevented the inſtitution of this proſe- 
cution; and I ſubmit to your good ſenſe, whether the ſame policy and 
the ſame prudent regard ought not to have its weight in procuring the 
acquittal of the Defendant, If the Chriſtan Religion be founded in 
truth; if it will ſtand the teſt of reaſon, the more 1t is examined, the 
more firmly will it be eftabliſhed in the minds of men; if ſome produce 
arguments againſt it, there muſt be others, who are willing and able to 
defond it; if it be founded in truth, it is even for its imtercſts that it 
ſhould, from time to time, be ſeriouſly attacked: men edncated in the 


belief of its truth, are apt to receive its doctrines or its ſuppoſed doc- 
trincs without examination, and it is not till thoſe doctrines are diſputed, 


that its profeſſors are under the neceſſity of making themſelves acquainted 
with the principles on which their faith is founded; from want of ex- 
amination, many doctrines have been incorporated with the Chriſtian 
ſyſtem, which were never taught by Chriſt. The Enemies of Religion 


| ſucceeding in their attacks on thoſc adventitious doctrines, have boaſted 


of a triumph over the Chriſtian ſyſtem itſelf; it has been only by a cloſe 
examination provoked by thoſe very attacks, that the real truths of 
Chriſtianity have been ſeparated from thoſe ſpurtous incorporations, and 
the ſyſtem reſtored to its native purity and Juſtre, To puniſh men for 
diſputing the truth of Chriſtianity, is almoſt to admit that it will not 
bear the teit of a rigid examination; the effect of fuch puniſument, at 
I-ait, is to harden men in their oppoſition and to confirm them in their 
unbelief; it was under the ſevereſt perſecutions tha: Chriſtanity ſpread 
and flouriſhed ; it eſtabliſhed itſelt at laſt on the imperial throne ; its 
profeſſors having thus obtained poſſeſſion of power, became in their turn 
perſecutors of their. opponents, in direct violation of the precepts of 


their Divine Matter ; the effect was ſuch as might have been expected; 


the human mind is uniform in its operations; thoſe regions where Chriſe 
tianity was firſt planted, ard where it flouriſhed for three centuries, are 
now the ſeat of. another Religion. But, Gentlemen, leſt my argument 
mould be conſidered as entitled to a leſs degree of attention from the 
Otuation in which J now ſtand, and the duty I have undertaken to fulfil, 
1 will refer you to an authority which cannot he ſuſpected ; I will read 
to you the remarks of Dr, Lardner on the Council of Nice, That 


Counci]! was held under the auſpices of Conſtantine about the year 925. 


Tt was there that the Articles which have f{ince been received in Chriſtian 
Churches in the form and under the title of the Athanaſian Creed, were 
arſt eſtabliſhed as the Articles of Faith; many members of that Council 
were compelled to ſubſcribe them; it is this compulſion which Dr, Jard- 
aer reprobates; it is to this compulſion that he imputes the effects J have 
juſt deſcribed. ++ Thus,” ſays he, * this Council of Nice introduced 
authority and force in the Church, and aflairs of Religion. Or, if autho- 


rity had been introduced before, they now opeuly countenanccd it, and 


gave it a farther ſanction.— This way of acting, may be ſuppoſed to have 
| been 
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been the chief cauſe of the ruin of the Chriſtian intereſt in the Laß, 
This and the like determinations of ſpeculative doctrincs, and the violent 
methods by which they were enforced, may be reckoned to have paved 
the way tor Mahometaniſm more than any thing elle. By theſe means, 
ignorance, and hypocriſy, and tedious rituals, came ty take place of 
honeſty, true piety, and und ſſembled {piritual and rcatonable worſhiy 
and devotion, In about three hundred years after the aſcenſion of Jeſus, 
without che aid of ſecular power, or church authority, the Chiiſtian 
Religion {pread over a large part of Alta, Europe, and Africa: and at the 
acceſſion of Conſtantine, and convening the Council of Nice, it was almoſt 
every where, throughout thoſe countries, in a fiouriſhing condition, In 
the {pace of another three hundred years, or a little more, the beauty of 
the Chriſtian R.'igion was greatly corrupted in a large part of that 
extent, its glory defaced, and its light almofl extinguiſhed. To what 
can this be {ſo much owing as to the determinations and tranſactious of 
the Council of Nice, and the meaſures then {et on foot, and followed in 
ſucceeding times?“ - After many other obſervations, he ſays, „ Thoſe 
Arians confeſſed with the mouth, and ſigned with the hand, what they 
did not believe, For that they are to be blamed, But how came they to 
doſo? It was owing to a fear of ignominy and puniſhment, But why 
were they put in fear? Why was a law made to puniſh ſuch as did not 
believe the conſubſtantial doctrine? They offended, who ſigned; it is 
allowed: and are they innocent, who laid before them a temptation to 
gn? Was there a neceſſity, that they ſhou'd be required to ſign, whether 
they believed or no? Can you ſhew any ground or authority from 
reaſon, or from Jeſus Chriſt, whereby you ate allowed or enjoined to 
require your brethren. to ſign certain ſpeculative articles whether they 
believe them or not? Nay, is not this quite contrary to the detign and 
example of the Lord Jeſus, who never propoſed to men any arguments, 
Þut ſuch as were ſuited to gain the judgment ? And who, when many 
forſook him, who had followed him for a time, took that opportunity to 
refer it to the choice of thoſe who ſtil] ſtayed with him, whether ye alſo 
would go away? If any preter it to be of importance, that others 
Mould ſign or profeſs certain doctrines ſuppoſed by them to be truc ; 
I would anſwer, that ſincerity is of yet greater importance. And vou 
ought never to endeavounto ſecure the intereſt of ſpeculative points, with 
the prejudice of what is of greater moment, honeſty and integrity.“ 
Again—* Poſſibly ſome may ſay, that ſuch thoughts as theſe are founded 
upon the experience and obſervation of later ages; and that all this is 
more than could be feaſonably expected of any men, However wiſc, at 
that time. To which I anſwer, that it is no more than might have 
been expected: for it is not more than what men are taught by the com- 
mon principles of equity. The Goſpel too, teaches and enacts moderation 
and forbearance, and condemns all impoſition on the conſciences of men, 
and all force and violence in things of Religion —I have taken all this 
freedom, thus to propoſe theſe thoughts. But I do not mention them {6 
much by way of blame and cenſure, as with a view of amendment; the! 
Chriſtians in general may at length be ſo wiſe, as to conſult the true in- 
tereſt of their Religion: and hoping, that they who are in high {tations 
in the Church, and have a powerful influence, will improve all oppor- 
tunitics, and uſe their beſt endeavours, that the moderation of Chriſtians 
may be known unto all men.“ 
& In another volume, the Doctor enlarges on the fame idea, vol. iz, 

. 2. ©* We mult with Tertullian openly profeſs, that the new law does 
not defend itſelf by the ſword of the magiſtrate; foraſmuch as it hath 


pleaſed Chriſt the author of it, that no man ſhould be forced to the em- 
bracing 


irrer eee eee 
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bracing of his law by the puniſhments of this life or the Tear of them, as 
appears from many places of the New Teſtament, not only of Paul, but 
alſo of John, and Luke, and Matthew, Nor is it (as the ſame Father ſays 
at the end ol his book to Scapula, a part of Religion to force Religion, 
which mult be taken up freely, not upon compulſion. Who will lay 
upon me the negellity of believing what I will not, or of not believing what 
I will (as Lactantius fays?) Nothing is fo voluntary as Religion; in 
which, if the mind be averſe, Religion is quite deſtroyed. Faith is to 
be wrought by perſuaſion, not by campullion, Severity Aas always done 
harm, and always wi/{ do harm: and our minds, like noble and generous 
ſteeds, are beſt managed with an eaſy rein; rather by reaſon than 
authority, rather by good words than by threats.” He then refers to 
the opinion of Dr. Bently, who, in a fermon at a public commencement 
at Cambridge, ſays, „ It has pleaſed the Divine wiſdom, never yet to 
leave Chrittianity wholly at leiſure from oppoſers ; but to give its pro- 
fellors that perpetual exerciſe of their induſtry and zeal, And who can 
tell, if without ſuch adverſaries to rouſe and quicken them, they might 
not in long tract of time, have grown remiſs in the duties, and ignorant 
of the dottrines of Religion,” „ Theſe learned men,” continues the 
Doctor, “have alſured us upon the foundation of the Scriptures, of the 
fathers, and of reaſon, that all force on the minds of men in matters of 
belief is contrary to Religion in general, and to the Chriſtian Religion in 
particular; and that ſeverity, inſtead of doing good, has always done 
harm. Thefe points might be enlarged upon,. but nothing new can be 
offered. Pochbly ſome good men may till be in ſome doubt concerning 
the iſſue of admitting the principles of Religion to be freely and openly 
eanvaſſed, But / think, that ſuch may find fatisfation even upon this 
head in the palſages I have quoted; provided they will be pleaſed to 
conlider them. However, I will add a few obſervations briefly upon 
this matter. It is an old ſaying which has been much admired and 
2pplauded for its wiſdom, that truth is great, and ſtrong above all things. 
There is certainly ſome real excellence in truth above error. Great and 
important truils are clearer than others, and not likely to be miſtaken, 


but to fhine the more for examination. Our own time alſo affords a 


eonvincing inſtance to all that will open their eyes to obſerve. The 
Protcſtant ſtates and Kingdoms of Europe, as they enjoy greater liberty 
than others, proportionably exceed their neighbours in the juitueſs of 
their lentiments, and the goodnels of their lives. Which advantage can 
be afcribed nh other cauſe lo much as the liberty we enjoy. For in- 
tr oduce among us the tyranny they are under; and we ſhall be as igno- 
rant, as fupertitous, and as corrupt as they, If then men ſhould be 
permitted amongtt us, to 3% on delivering their ſentiments freely in 
matters of Religion, and to propoſe their objections againit Chri/tzanity 
atjelf; I appretiend we have uo 'reafon to be in pain for the event. Ou 
the fide Of Chiittianity I expect to ſee, as hitherto, the greateit ſhare of 
Lanung, good tende, true wit, and fairneſs of diſputation : which things, 
I nope, will be fuperior to low ridicule, falſe argument, and miftepre- 
fentation. This victory obtained upan the ground of argument and 
perfuation alone, by writing and diſcourſe, will be honourable to us and 
our Religion; and we thail be able to reflect upon it with pleaſure. We 
ſhall not only keep that good thing we have received, but thall deliver it 
down to others with advantage. But a victory ſecured by mere authority 


1s no Icfs to be dicaded than a defeat, It may appear a benefit for the 
; 


_prefent ; bat it really uudermines the cauſe, and itrikes at tne root cf 


gur bel proleihiou,” 
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Gentlemen, Thus much I have thought it incumbent on me to ſub- 
mit to you in defence of the work and of the Author; becauſe if the 
work and its Author can be ſucceſsfully defended ; it follows almoſt as a 
matter of courſe that the Publiſher mult be acquitted; I fay this follows 
almyt as a matter of courſe, becauſe 1 feel myſe f bound to admit, that' a 
man may from malicious motives, publiſh that, which another might in» 
nocently Write; but theſe motives muſt be ſhewn to exiſt from the con- 


duct of the Publiſher himſelf ; in the preſent caſe no attempt to ſhew their 


exiſtence has been made; I am, therefore, at liberty to conclude, that if I 
have ſucceeded in defending the Work, I muſt neceſſarily have ſucceeded 


in defending my Client, But there is another ground of defence peculiar 


to the Defendant, The Pamphlet, 1 b-lieve, was originally publiſhed in 
France; was reprinted here in the year 1794, and went through feveral 
editions; yet nobody thought of proſecuting the Publiſhers ; at leaſt, no- 
body was proſecuted; it had ſunk into oblivion, where it might quietly 
have remained, had it not been for the Anſwer of the Biſhop of Llandaft, 
which raiſed it from the grave; that Anſwer was publiſhed in the year 
1796, and the Defendant printed the preſent edition from no other mos 
tive than to gain ſomething in the regular courſe of his trade, and to gra- 
tify the curioſity of the Public, who wiſhed to know what it was the 
Biſhop had thought worthy of an Anſwer, Jam not indeed enabled to 
prove, by the {tri rules of evidence, the truth of this caſe, becauſe the 
per ſons by whoſe teftimopy I muſt neceſſarily prove the moſt materia! 
part of it, might refuſe to be examined, on the ground that their teſti— 
mony might ſubject them to be put in the ſituation in which the Defends 
ant now ſtands.— I belicye, however, what I have tated is generally ad- 


mitted to be true; and, therefore, I truſt the Defendant will have the 


ſame benefit from itas if it had been regularly proved. 

Gentlemen, The faculty of reaſon 13 the moſt precious gift of God 
to man; it was given him to be freely exerciſed on every ſubject whieh 
could intereſt him or attract his attention; it will not be denied that every 
man is at liberty to entertain what opinions he pleaſes on religion as well 
as on every other ſubject; he has a right, without human controul, to 
examine and diſcuſs; true! it will perhaps be ſzid, but he has not the 
right of publiſhing to the worid the reſult of his diſcuſſion, in contradice 
tion to the eſtabliſhed religion of the country: with this reſtriction, what 


advantage, what ſatisfaction can he derive from his right of diſcuſſion ? 


Where 1s the boaſted ſuperioricy of the Con!t:tution of this country over 
thoſe which are enſlaved by the inquiſition? There, as here, as every 
where, the thought of man is free from human controul. But it 18 a part 
of the ſocial nature of man that he ſhould communicate his thoughts to 
his fellows; it is an attribute of reaſon that it can never be ſucceſstally 
cultivated withont that communication: knowledge is progreſſive: withe 
out the knowledge of the labours of thoſe who have preceded him, a fin» 
gle individual could learn but little; after a long life ſpent in contem- 
plation, he might ſink into the grave without having attained even the 
firſt rudiments of ſcience : In ſhort it is to an unreſtrained right of dif- 
cuſſion, and free communication, that we mult attribute the advanced ſtate 
of the Sciences and the Arts, that we are indebted for all the advantages 
we have derived from the Reformation and the Revolution. It has been 
ſaid that this work has had an extenſive circulation, and has done much 
miſchief, I am not aware of any miſchief it has done, or that its c:rcula» 
tion has been extenſive ; I rather think that till this Proſecution, or at 
leaſt till the Anſwer of the Biſhop of Llandaft, it was very little known, 
and excited but little intereſt; I had never fees yy myſelf, till I — 
ca 
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called upon to defend it. One effect, I have reaſon to believe it has had, 
at which the promoters of the preſent Proſecution can hardly be diſpleaſed ; 
many of the Author's political converts offended with him for attacking 
their religion, have become leſs attached to his political principles. 

« Gentlemen, you have an important duty to diſcharge both to the 
Public and to the Defendant ; the fate of the latter is 1n your breaſts ; you 


will diſcharge that duty in a manner ſatisfactory to your conſciences, and 


1 am bound to preſume, ſatisfattory to your country, 

Ar. Erſkine made a moſt eloquent reply. He ſaid, he was bound, in 
reſpect to his Learned Friend, as a Member of a moſt honourable pro- 
feflion, to ſuppoſe, that he was placed in a very irkſome ſituation, to be 
called on for a defence ſo exceedingly difficult to make and ſo extremely 
delicate to manage, without violating that common decency that was due 
to a Court of Juſtice, He could not therefore help conſidering him as 
entitled to a conſiderable degree of indulgence. Mr. Erſkine here ad- 
verted to ſeveral of the palfages ſelefted from the Old Teſtament by Mr. 
Kyd, and explained the reaſon of their introduction into the ſacred wri- 
tings. The hiſtory of man, he ſaid, was the hiſtory of man's vices and 
paſſions, which could not be cenſured without adverting to their exiſt- 


ence; and many of the inſtances that had been referred to, were recorded 


as memorable warnings and examples for the inſtruftion of mankind. 
Mr. E. next entered molt forcibly and deeply into the evidences of Chriſ- 
tlanity, particularly thoſe that were founded on that ſtupendous ſcheme 
of prophecy, which formed one of the moſt unanſwerable arguments for 
the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, * It was not,” he ſaid, © the pur- 
poſe of God to deſtroy free agency by overpowering the human mind 
with the irreſiſtible light, and conviction of revelation, bur to leave men 
ꝛ0 collect its truths, as they were gradually illuſtrated in the accompliſh. 
ment of the Divine promiſes of the Goſpel, Bred as he was to the con- 
ſideration of evidence, he declared he conſidered the prophecy concerning 
the deſtruction of the Jewiſh nation, if there was nothing elſe to ſupport 
Chrittianity, abſolutely irreſiſtible. The diviſion of the Jews into tribes, 
to preſerve the genealogy of Chriſt, the diſtinction of the Tribe of J . 
dah, from which he was to come; the loſs of that diſtinction when that 
end was accompliſhed ; the predicted departure of the ſceptre from If. 
racl; the deſtruction of the Temple of Jeruſalem, which imperial munifi- 
cence in vamattempted to rebuild to diſgrace the prophecy ; the diſper- 


Lon of this nation over the face of the whole earth, the ſpreading of the 


Goſpel throughout the world; the perſecutions of its true miniſters, and 
the foretold ſuperſtitions which for ages had defiled its worſhip=theſe 
were topics upon which Mr. Erſkine expatiated with great eloquence, 
and produced a moſt powerful effect on every part of the audience. He 
concluded with a vindication of the authors of this proſecution, He 
{aid they were men of the higheſt character and greateſt conſideration in 
this country. Many of them were charged with the offices of religion 
sthcrs of them were cloathed with the robes of magiſtracy ; moſt of them 


. were men of deep learning and thinking; and all of them juſtly entitled 


to the thanks of the Public for their noble exertions in the cauſe of reli- 
gion and virtues 
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LORD KENYON'S CHARGE, 


« Gentlemen of the Fury, 


« Being now in poſſeſſion of all the facts of this caſe, and convinced, in 
my own mind, what concluſion ought to be drawn from them, I am 
not {ure that it is neceſſary to ſay any thing at all to you upon the labject. 
Gentlemen, befere you proceed to decide on the merits of this or any 
3 other cauſe, it is proper to ſee whether the parties litigating ſtand in a 

fair ligbe before you. I was extremely hurt when the learned Counſel 
for the Deſendant thought fit to ſtate to you, with very conſiderable em- 
phaſs, and a very determined tone of voice, that this was a ſcandalous 
proſecution. I cannot help wiſhing that ſentence had not been uttered, 
Who commenced this proſecution, I certainly know not. But from wit 
' fell from the very learned Counſel who has juſt fat down, I am inclined : 
| to ſuppoſe it proceeded from a ſociety of Gentlemen inſtituted for the 
moſt important of all purpoſes, for preſerving the morals of the people 
a ſociety compoled of Clergvinen, and Laymen of the molt reſpectable 
character in the kingdom, who, feeling how the country 15 overrun with c 
protligacy and wickednels, which boldly raiſe their heads in defiance of y | 
the law of the land; were determined to ſce whether, in the fiiit place, by F 
admonition and advice, they could not ſtop the torrent cf vice and immo» ,Þ 
rality; and ſecondly, if that ſhould fail, to try what could be done by 2 
puniſhment, If people with tne very beſt intentions carry on proſecu— | 
rious that are oppreſlive, the end may not always perbaps ſanctify the means. 3 
Nut the manner in which this proſecution has been conducted, is certain— 
ly not vpprefiive ; for inſtead of proceeding in the m-re expentive mode 
by informaion, the Profecutors went beforea Grand Jury of the Country; 
ard it was neceſſary to obtain tae opinion of that Grand Jury before tlie £ 
party could be put in proceſs.— Gentlemen]! we fit here in a Chriſtian 
Ailctably to adminiſter the laws of the land, and I am to take my know- 
ledge of what the law is from that which has been fanftioned by a gicat 
variety of legal deciſions. I am bound to ſtate to you what my prede- 
ceſſors in Mr, Woolſton's caſe (2 Strange, 834) ſtated half a century ago in 
this Court of winch I am an humble Member, vameis, that the Chrüſtian 
Religion is part of the law of the land, Chriftianity from its earlieft 
militution met with its oppoſers. Its profeilors were very ſoon called 
upon to publiſh their apologies for the dottrines they had emoraced. In 
what manner they did that, and whether they nad the advantage of their 
adverfarics, or ſunk under the ſuperiority of their arguments, mankind 
"Or ncar two thouſand years have had an opportunity of judging, They 
nave ſeen what Julian, Juſtin Martyr, and other Apoloag {t5 have written, 
and have been of opinion the argument was in favour of thoſe very pub- 
lications. The world has been lately favoured with another apology 
from a moſt learned and reſpectable Prelate, who calls his work An Apo- 
logy for the Chrifitan Religion. I thall not decide between the merits of 
the one and the other. Ihe publications themielves are in the hands of 
the world; and I ſincerely wiſh in the concluding language of the work 
to which I have juſt referred (Igo not affect to uſe the very words) I fine 


with that the author of the work in qucſtion may become a patita- 
} 


cerely 


ker of that faith in revealed religion, which he has fo grofsly defamed, : 


and may be enabled to make his peace with God lor that diforder who 
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de has endeavoured to the utmoſt of his power, to introduce into ſo 

ciety. We have heard to day, that the light of Nature, and the contem- 
plation of the works of creation are ſufficient, without any other revela- 
tion of the divine will, Socrates, Plato, Xenophon, Tully—each of them 
in their turns profeſſed they wanted other lights; and knowing and con- 
feliing that God was good, they took it for granted the time would 
come when he would impart a farther revelation of his will to mankind. 
Though they walked as it were through a cloud, darkly, they hoped their 
poſterity would almoſt ſee God face to face. This condition of mankind 
has met with reprehenſion to day. But I ſhall not purſue this argument. 


| Fully impreſſed with the great truths of religion, which, thank God, I 


was taught in my early years to believe, and of which the hour of fe- 
flection and enquiry, inſtead of producing any doubt, has fully con- 
firmed me in. IJ expected the learned Counſel for the Defendant would 
have differed the cale of the Publiſher from that of the Author of this 
work, that he would have endeayoured to convince you that whatever 
guilt might belong to the Author, nothing was imputable to the Publiſh- 


er. He has, however, to my utter ſurpriſe, exactly reverſed the caſe, 


He tells you it was originally publiſhed at Paris in 1794: that the feelings 
of the Author's friends were wounded by this work, which I call a ne— 
farious publication, and that it was in a great meaſure forgotten; and 
you are now called upon to judge of the merits or demerits of the Pub- 
liſher, who has brought fortha itill-born work, forgotten by every body, 
till he ventured in defiance of the verdicts of mankind on the Author's 
political works, to ſend it forth among the inhabitants of this country, 
Unleſs it was for the moſt malignant purpoſes, I cannot conceive how 
it was publiſhed, It is however for you to judge of it, and to do jul 
tice between the Public and the Defendant.““ 


The Fury in/lamily feund the Defendunt==Cuilty, 
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